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The following sermon was preached at Redemption Baptist Church on Sunday, 16 June 2019.  We 

encourage you to look up the Scriptures that are referenced.  May the Lord speak to your heart as you 

study His Word.  

 

Our Living Hope 

1 Peter 1:3-5 

 

We live in a world that is full of false hopes.  False hopes are always built upon lies; and false hopes are 

always contrary to God’s Word.  There are myriads of false hopes out there; and they are all inspired by 

Satan, the Father of Lies.  Consider, for example, the “Ark of Hope,” which was constructed back in 

2001.  The Ark of Hope is a 200-pound sycamore chest, which is built with dimensions like those of the 

Ark of the Covenant; and it is carried about with poles, just as the Old Testament ark was carried.  It is 

covered with pagan, occult symbols, such as upside-down pentagrams, and symbols of the four 

“elements” in pagan cosmology (earth, water, fire, and air); and its poles are made to look like pagan 

“unicorn” horns.  Inside this ark are books and fetishes of pagan magic; but its most important content is 

the Earth Charter, which is a satanic “Ten Commandments,” of sorts.  It declares the need for a strong 

world-wide government, based upon communism and eco-sustainability.  It declares the need to foster 

“responsible reproduction” (in other words, to reduce the human population through state-mandated 

abortion and sterilisation).  It declares the need to eradicate discrimination based upon “religion” and 

“sexual orientation.”  (In other words, Bible-believing Christians, who dare to call sin “sin,” and who dare 

to say that Christ is the only Way, will not be tolerated in the future global society.)  The Ark of Hope is 

carried from place to place around the world; and it has a special place in the United Nations Building.  

World leaders are now openly declaring their faith in this neo-pagan religion.  For example, Mikhail 

Gorbachev is on record as saying: “The cosmos is my god.  Nature is my god.”
1
  The “Earth Charter” 

states that the nations of the world must “affirm faith in the…spiritual potential of humanity.”  

Brethren, nothing has changed in the last 6,000 years.  Though our modern world calls itself “scientific,” 

it is just as pagan as it ever was.  Apostate religion has always placed its faith in nature (in that which we 

can see, instead of the immortal, invisible God).  Apostate religion has always practiced “magic” (trying 

to control one’s environment through some spiritual “force”).  Ultimately, the core of every apostate 

religion is the belief that our hope rests in the potential of man.  There are thousands of false religions, 

philosophies, and ideologies in the world; but the one thing that they all have in common is the hope that 

man can save himself, or evolve into something better.    

The message of the Bible is 180 degrees the opposite.  The Bible says that our hope rests in God.  The 

Bible says that our hope was made possible through God’s Son.  In fact, the Bible says that Christ “is our 

hope.”  In 1 Peter 1:21, we are told that Christians “believe in God,” who raised up Jesus “from the 

dead, and gave him glory,” so that our “faith and hope might be in God.”  The hope that we Christians 

have is a “living” hope.  Our hope is not based upon feelings.  Our hope is not based upon circumstances.  

Our hope is not based upon the goodness or potential of ourselves.  Our hope is based upon the character 

and faithfulness of our merciful, holy, all-powerful God.  The title of this message is Our Living Hope. 

Read 1 Peter 1:3-5. 

                                                           
1 PBS Charlie Rose Show, 23 October, 1996 
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In the Greek language, the verses that we’ve just read make up one long sentence; and the subject of that 

sentence is “the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  This opening statement isn’t about us: it’s 

about God.  Every promise that has been given to us in this Book is based upon the perfect character of 

God.  Our hope rests in Him, and in His perfect character.  First of all… 

 

I. Our hope is based upon God’s mercy (v. 3).   

 

In verse 3, Peter says that Christians have been “begotten (or, “born”) again.”  For what 

purpose have we been born again?  We have been born again unto a “lively hope.”  (That 

word “lively” means “living.”)  And how was this living hope provided for us?  Peter says 

God has provided this hope according to His “abundant mercy.” 

 

Have you ever stopped to think that our salvation is bound up in who God is?  Our salvation is 

founded upon God’s character.  For instance, the Bible tells us that “God is love” (1 John 

4:8).  That is His character.  Likewise, the Bible says here in 1 Peter 1:3 that God is abundant 

in “mercy.”  God’s mercy is absolutely perfect.  His mercy is part of who He is.  Thus, the 

kind of salvation that God has provided for us is the product of who He is, as God.   

 

Now, God’s primary characteristic is that He is perfectly just, and holy.  As a perfectly just 

God, He cannot acquit our sin.  He must judge sin.  Yet, as a perfectly merciful God, He is not 

willing that we should perish.   Thus, God satisfied both His justice and His mercy by sending 

His Son to earth to die on the cross in our place, so that He might pay the punishment for our 

sins, and provide salvation for us.  Our sin was judged at the cross, in the Person of Jesus 

Christ.  Jesus bore the Father’s justice, so that we, in exchange, might receive His mercy.  

 

This is the only kind of salvation that a just and merciful God could have provided for us!  

Salvation is all God’s work.  It is of His mercy that we are saved.  Our salvation does not rest 

upon our own righteousness.  If it did rest upon our righteousness, we would not be able to 

satisfy God’s justice, because our sin condemns us.  (The only way that we can satisfy God’s 

justice is to be separated from Him forever, in the Lake of Fire!)  Christian, aren’t you glad 

that our God is abundant in mercy?  Without His mercy, we would have no hope. 

 

Now, what is a lost person’s hope?  It certainly isn’t the living God.  Lost people’s hope is all 

bound up in themselves, and in things of this world.  Unsaved people may believe that there is 

a God: yet, their hope is not in God.  Their hope is in self, and in things of this world.  Their 

attempt to get to heaven (if they do believe in heaven) is bound up in self-effort, or in religious 

rituals.  They have no confidence in the mercy of God.  They are not relying on Him at all. 

 

The reason that the lost are filled with fear is that they are not resting in the mercy of God.  As 

lost people look around them, they see that the world economy is heading off a cliff.  They see 

out-of-control crime and corruption.  They see natural disasters escalating everywhere.  They 

see the threat of war on every side.  As they see these things, their hearts are filled with fear.  

Why are they so fearful?  Because they have no hope!  The best they can do is to “hope 

against hope” that somehow mankind will fix his problems, and decide to live in peace with 

each other.  Those who are concerned about where they will go after they die can only “hope 

against hope” that their good deeds will somehow outweigh their bad deeds. Yet, their 

conscience whispers to them that their goodness is not good enough.   
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The message of the Bible is very clear.  Man’s heart is not good: it is wicked and deceitful.  

(See Jeremiah 17:9.)  Those who place their hope in man (or in themselves) for their 

salvation are building their lives upon quicksand!  Those who place their hope in anything or 

anyone other than God are trusting in a delusion.  They have “no hope,” because they are 

“without God in the world” (Ephesians 2:12). 

 

Let’s take a look at the testimony of a man who seemed to have no reason to hope. 

 

Read Lamentations 1:1-5 and 3:1-26. 

 

In the book of Lamentations, Jeremiah was weeping bitterly because of the destruction of 

Judah.  His country had been decimated by King Nebuchadnezzar.  Jerusalem and the Temple 

had been utterly destroyed; and the greater part of the people of Judah had been uprooted from 

the land, and scattered into other countries.  Everything that Jeremiah had ever known had 

been turned upside down and shaken.  To all outward appearance, it seemed that God had 

forsaken Israel forever.  It seemed that all hope for Israel was lost.  As for Jeremiah’s personal 

life, he was reviled and hated by his own people.  For decades he had cried out to them to 

repent and turn to God; but they only mocked and persecuted him.  Even now, they refused to 

acknowledge that God had brought this calamity upon them because of their sin; and they still 

refused to listen to any of the messages that God gave to Jeremiah.  Jeremiah was hated and 

despised.  His own people accused him of being a traitor.  He had little to no support from 

anyone else on earth.  Jeremiah didn’t have a wife or children; and his own family rejected 

him.  Humanly speaking, he was all alone (except for the friendship of his scribe, Baruch); and 

he probably felt as though his entire life’s work had been in vain. 

 

Yet, as Jeremiah thought about his “affliction,” “misery,” “wormwood,” and “gall,” he 

suddenly made a surprising statement.  He said, “Therefore have I hope.”  Now, this doesn’t 

seem to make sense, does it?  Jeremiah was filled with affliction, misery, wormwood, and gall; 

therefore, he had “hope”?  How could this be?  Well, here’s how.  As Jeremiah thought about 

his affliction, and as he saw how hopeless his outward circumstances were, he suddenly 

remembered that his hope lay not in his circumstances, but rather in the “LORD’s mercies.”  

When he thought on the Lord’s mercies, he realised that if it hadn’t been for the Lord’s mercy, 

Israel would have been completely destroyed.  Undoubtedly, he thought back on God’s 

promises to Israel.  He remembered God’s repeated promise that even though He would one 

day destroy Israel because of their sin, and scatter them among the nations, yet He would 

preserve them in the countries to which they had been scattered, and would bring them back to 

their land again.  Most importantly, Jeremiah remembered God’s promise that He would one 

day provide a Saviour to take away our sins.  As he thought on these things, his hope was 

revived; and through his tears he said, “The LORD’s mercies…are new every morning: great 

is thy faithfulness...I will hope in him.”  

 

We who know Christ as Saviour have the same unconquerable hope that Jeremiah had, 

because we have the same merciful God that Jeremiah had.  We have a hope that cannot be 

destroyed, even when everything around us is crumbling.  We have a living hope, because our 

hope is in a living Saviour.  Christ is risen from the dead; and because He is risen, our 

salvation is secure.  Christ was “delivered for our offences, and raised again for our 

justification” (Romans 4:25).  Because He is risen, we needn’t sorrow, “even as others 

which have no hope” (1 Thessalonians 4:13). 
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Read 1 Corinthians 15:12-22. 

  

The Christian’s justification before God, forgiveness of sins, and hope of future resurrection, 

all rest in the sacrifice of Christ on Calvary, and in Christ’s resurrection from the dead.  

Through His death, Christ has provided a complete salvation; and He has sealed it with His 

resurrection.  It is a living hope.  It is not a dead hope, like the kind of “hope” that false 

religions promise.  Every false religion makes promises of hope; but their “hope” is false, 

because it is based upon lies. 

 

There is a song in one of the Christian children’s CD’s that our children listen to: and the first 

verse of the song goes like this: “As the snake with tongue a-flick tries to sneak and tries to 

trick, so the snake that spoke to Eve used his power to deceive.  Though his words were sweet 

and kind, Satan was the mastermind—looking Eve right in the eyes, mixing truth with lies.”  

This is exactly what false religions do!  Like their father the devil, they mix truth with lies.  

Some false religions speak a great deal of truth; but then, they insert a deadly lie, which 

completely corrupts and destroys the true Gospel of salvation.  For example, they may say, 

“Oh, yes, salvation is by God’s mercy.”  (This, of course, is a true statement.)  “But,” they 

say, “you must do these religious rituals, and pay money to our church, in order to access that 

mercy.  Our church is the channel of God’s mercy, you know.”   

 

Most false religions don’t even stop at extorting the living.  They shamelessly extort the dead!  

In one religion, you must pay money to have masses said, in order to get your loved one out of 

“purgatory.”  (And, of course, you have no idea how many masses must be said before your 

loved one can finally be released.)  In another religion, you must spend much time and money 

to dig up records of your dead ancestors; and you must make expensive trips to distant temples 

in order to be baptised on behalf of your dead loved one, to release his soul from hell.  These 

are all false, dead hopes!  In one cathedral in Drogheda, people literally pray to the skull of a 

dead saint.  They are praying to a dead head; but the Bible says that Christ is our living Head!  

The salvation that Christ offers is a living hope.  His resurrection from the dead ensures that all 

who place their trust in Him are justified, and born again into God’s Kingdom. 

 

In most people’s mind, the word “hope” is not all that hopeful!  For example, many people 

say, “I hope that it will all work out in the end.”  What they mean by this is: “I am wishing that 

it will work out; but I’m not sure that it will.”  It’s the same way when it comes to salvation.  

Many people say, “I hope I’ll make it to heaven”; but what they mean by this is, “I want to 

make it into heaven, but I’m not certain that I will.”  But what says the Scripture?  When the 

Scripture speaks of our “hope in Christ,” it is speaking of something that is certain.  It is not a 

“think so,” “perhaps,” or “maybe so” hope: it is a sure hope.  It is the hope that is founded 

upon the mercy of God, who has promised not to cast out even one soul who will come to Him 

through His Son Jesus.  Jesus said, “All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him 

that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out” (John 6:37).  Christ is our Hope.  He is the 

“new and living way.”  Those who trust in Him may draw near to God with confidence. 

 

Read Hebrews 10:19-22. 

 

II. Our hope is based upon God’s holiness (v. 4).   
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(Read verse 4.)  In this verse, we see yet another aspect of God’s character: His holiness.  

Now, the word “holiness” isn’t actually mentioned in this verse; but it is implied.  The kind of 

inheritance that God has provided for us shows us that He is a holy God.  Peter says that our 

inheritance is “incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away.”  Such an inheritance 

could be prepared only by a God who is absolutely holy. 

 

Anything that God creates or does is the product of His perfect character.  His word is perfect, 

because it proceeds forth from the mouth of a righteous God.  His salvation is perfect, because 

it is provided by a just and merciful God.  Likewise, the inheritance that He has prepared for 

His children is perfect, because it is prepared by a holy God. 

 

Let’s examine our inheritance.  First of all, Peter says that our inheritance is “incorruptible.”  

This means that it will never rust, corrode, rot, decay, or crumble.  Also, it is “unfading. ” 

(Peter says that it “fadeth not away.”)  Our inheritance is perpetual.  It will never come to an 

end.  That is the kind of inheritance that God has in store for you, Christian!  Just as God’s 

words cannot pass away, so the place that He has prepared for us will never be destroyed, or 

fade away.  God has promised it!  In light of this truth, I think we’d better focus less on laying 

up treasure down here on earth, and focus more on laying up treasure in heaven, don’t you?  

Jesus said in Matthew 6:19-21, “Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where 

moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: But lay up for 

yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves 

do not break through nor steal: For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” 

 

Secondly, Peter says that this inheritance is “undefiled.”  That means that sin cannot enter into 

it.  As a holy God, He cannot accept that which is tainted with sin.  The Scriptures make it 

clear that absolutely nothing that “defileth” will be permitted into God’s eternal abode. 

 

Read Revelation 21:22-27. 

 

Let these words sink into your heart.  The Lord says that nothing that defiles, or that tells a lie, 

will enter into His beautiful city!  How can any of us make it, then, when we have all told lies, 

and have all defiled ourselves with sin?  If all we knew is that God cannot accept sin in His 

perfect heaven, then we would all be in the depths of despair.  We would have no hope!  

However, the same Scripture that gives us the “bad news” also gives us the “good news.”  The 

“good news” is that when you stop trusting in your own righteousness, and trust instead in 

Christ, and in His sacrifice, His righteousness is then placed on your account book, as though 

it were yours.  This is what is called “imputed righteousness.”  Because your sin was 

“imputed” to Christ on the cross, Christ’s perfect righteousness may now be “imputed” to 

you—if you will simply place your trust in what He did for you, and receive His gift.  

 

Read Romans 4:1-9, 16-25.   

 

The idea of “imputed righteousness” is ridiculous to unsaved people.  For example, Benjamin 

Franklin (one of America’s “founding fathers”) made this comment about imputed 

righteousness: “Original sin is as ridiculous as imputed righteousness.”  Franklin mocked the 

teaching that the righteousness of Christ could be imputed to his account.  Why?  Apparently, 

because he thought that he was a good person, and that he didn’t need Christ’s righteousness.  
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A few weeks before his death at age 84, Franklin summarised his beliefs to someone who 

asked about them.  He said: 

 

“As to Jesus of Nazareth, my opinion of whom you particularly desire, I think his system 

of morals, and his religion, as he left them to us, the best the world ever saw, or is likely to 

see; but I apprehend it has received various corrupting changes; and I have, with most of 

the present dissenters in England, some doubts as to his divinity; though it is a question I 

do not dogmatize upon, having never studied it, and think it needless to busy myself with it 

now, when I expect soon an opportunity of knowing the truth with less trouble.”  

 

Franklin did, indeed, find out the truth about Jesus’ deity seconds after his death; however, he 

did not find the truth “without trouble.”  Tragically, he is now separated from God for eternity.  

Franklin found out that the Jesus whose deity he had denied, and whom he didn’t think it 

worth the trouble to “busy himself with,” was the only one who could have saved him from his 

sin.  God will not be mocked, my friends.  God’s Word says that we are sinners.  God’s Word 

says that even the smallest sin demands eternal condemnation; and no good work that we do 

can atone for even one of our sins.  The imputed righteousness of Christ is the only remedy to 

our sin.   

 

However, imputed righteousness is not the only kind of righteousness that God promises.  

Those who place their faith in Christ also have the hope of one day being actually righteous.  

 

Read 1 Corinthians 15:51-57.   

 

The kind of body that we will have in heaven will be a body untainted by sin.  How do I 

know?  Because it will be a body that is free from the curse of death!  Paul said, “The sting of 

death is sin.”  That means that if there will be no more death in our new body, then it will be a 

body without sin.  Sin brought the curse of death upon us; but because of Christ’s death for our 

sin, and His resurrection, that awful curse will one day be completely reversed.  Every saved 

person has the sure hope that he will one day enter God’s holy city, and stand before a holy 

God, in the flesh, and be accepted into His eternal abode.  How can we have this hope?  

Because of the resurrection.  Job said, “I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall 

stand at the latter day upon the earth: and though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet 

in my flesh shall I see God” (Job 19:25-26).  First John 3:2 says, “Beloved, now are we the 

sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall 

appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.”  In our resurrected bodies, we 

will be like our Saviour.  As our Saviour is sinless, so we, too, will be utterly without sin!  The 

old sin nature, which still plagues us at this very hour, will be gone once and for all! 

 

Christian, isn’t it wonderful to know that one day, you will be “like” your Saviour—with a 

sinless body, that is fit for heaven?  If we did not have this hope of a sinless body, we would 

not have the hope of heaven.  Because God has guaranteed to give us a new, sinless body, we 

may be sure, as Peter said, that our inheritance is “reserved in heaven for [us].” 

 

III. Our hope is based upon God’s saving power (v. 5).   

 

There is one more aspect of God’s perfect character, which Peter mentions in verse 5: and that 

is His saving power.  Our hope is based upon the saving power of God.  (Read verse 5.)   
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Peter says that Christians are “kept” by the power of God.  Isn’t that a wonderful promise?  

The verb “keep” is translated from the Greek word phroureo.  It means “to be a watcher.”  It 

means to “mount guard as a sentinel,” or “to hem in or protect, as with a garrison of soldiers.”  

This reminds me of what Jesus said in John 10:27-29.  Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice, 

and I know them, and they follow me: And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall 

never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.  My Father, which gave 

them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand.” 

 

Christian, you may rest assured that God will never allow Satan to retrieve your soul.  When 

He saved you, He saved you for keeps!  When He saved you, He didn’t merely have good 

intentions of bringing you to heaven one day: He had the power to save you and to keep you.  

What He promised, He will do.  He has promised to save “to the uttermost” those who come 

unto Him by His Son; and He has the perfect power to carry out that promise.  One day, Christ 

will finish the salvation that He has already purchased, sealed, and imparted to us.   

 

By the way, when I say that Christ will “finish” our salvation, I am not saying that our 

salvation is incomplete.  Before Jesus died, He cried “Tetelestai!”—“It is finished!”  In God’s 

mind, our salvation is complete.  On the books, our sins are completely gone, because Christ 

paid for them on Calvary.  We who believe on Him are saved for time and eternity.  Christ 

sees us as seated with Him in heavenly places.  Yet, we have not yet realised everything that 

comes with the “salvation package.”  There is a promise that is yet to be fulfilled.  We are 

still waiting for the resurrection of our bodies.  That is why Paul said that when Christ appears 

in the clouds, He will “appear the second time without sin unto salvation” (Hebrews 9:28).   

 

The resurrection hasn’t happened yet.  However, until that day comes, God has promised to 

keep us.  Until the Resurrection Day, no power can sever our souls from God.  Paul said, 

“Nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that 

he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day” (2 Timothy 1:12).  

On the day we were saved, we committed out souls to Christ for safekeeping; and until “that 

day” (the day of the resurrection), Christ is able to “keep” our souls.   

 

Read Romans 8:18-25.   

 

Like everyone else in God’s creation, we who know Christ have been made subject to 

“vanity.”  Life seems “vain” and “empty” because of the curse of death.  We live for 80, 90, or 

100 years, at best—and for what?  For our bodies to be placed in a grave.  All this is the result 

of sin.  Sin brought death into our world; and because of it, we all groan and travail in pain 

together.  Even Christians groan within themselves.  Yet, we do not “groan” as the world 

groans.  We do not groan in despair: we groan with yearning.  We groan with hope.  We groan 

with the expectation that one day, our bodies will be redeemed—bought back.  Our hope rests 

in the promise of the resurrection.  The suffering that we endure now is nothing compared to 

the glory that is coming!  Because of the saving power of our God, we have a sure hope! 

 

Conclusion: Those who are not in Christ have no hope.  They vainly “hope” in false promises.  However, 

the Christian’s hope is sure.  The Christian’s hope is a “living hope.”  It is a hope that rests in the 

character of God.  It is a hope that rests in God’s perfect mercy, holiness, and saving power.  It is a hope 

that rest upon a living, risen Saviour, who has promised to appear one day in the clouds for us.  On that 
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day, we will receive new, resurrected, glorified bodes, with no more taint of sin, and fit for heaven.  Until 

that day, our salvation cannot be taken away! 

 

Are you rejoicing in Christ today, Christian?  You should be!  There certainly are times of sorrow and 

weeping in the Christian life (such as Jeremiah experienced).  However, we have a hope that transcends 

the sorrows of this life.  Rejoice, and be glad in the Lord, Christian! 

 

Perhaps you aren’t sure that you are saved.  Perhaps deep down inside, you fear what lies on the other 

side of the grave.  If so, I have good news for you.  Salvation is a free gift, which Christ has already 

purchased in full.  He left no sin unpaid for.  He offers you full forgiveness of sin, if you will let go of 

your self-righteousness, and simply receive Christ’s righteousness.  Won’t you believe on Him today? 


