
 

The following sermon was preached at Redemption Baptist Church on Sunday, 7 April 2019.  We encourage 

you to look up the Scriptures that are referenced.  May the Lord speak to your heart as you study His Word.  

 

Christ, Our Sin-Bearer 

Exodus 12:1-8 

 

Over the last couple weeks, we’ve been learning about that first Passover night many years ago, when God 

executed a terrible judgment upon the land of Egypt.  For about 150 years, God had been treasuring up wrath 

against the Egyptians because of their mistreatment of His people, Israel.  The Egyptians had made the 

Israelites’ lives bitter with hard bondage.  They had forced them to build their cities; they had cruelly beaten 

them, and burdened them with impossible work quotas; and they had mercilessly slain their baby boys.  Now, 

make no mistake about it: God had given Pharaoh fair warning.  God had told Pharaoh, “Israel is my son, even 

my firstborn”; yet Pharaoh, and the people of Egypt at large, did not fear to slay God’s firstborn. 

And so, in one night, God slew Egypt’s firstborn.  In every Egyptian household, the firstborn of that family 

died.  Yet, in the houses of the Israelites, there was deliverance.  God spared the firstborn of the Israelites from 

death that night, while the firstborn of Egypt were slain.  However, God did not spare the Israelites because 

they were “better” than the Egyptians.  He spared them because they believed His Word, and received the way 

of deliverance that He had provided for them. 

What was His way of deliverance?  Well, first of all, God instructed them to take a perfect, healthy male lamb, 

and to slay it on the evening of the 14
th

 of Nisan.  The lamb had to be without spot, blemish, deformity, or 

sickness; and it had to be less than a year old.  After slaying the lamb, they were to take its blood, and smear the 

blood on the top and two side posts of the doors to their houses.  God promised that when He saw the blood on 

their doors, He would pass over them, and not slay them.  They were to stay inside their houses that night; and 

in that evening, they were also to eat a special meal.  First, they were to eat the lamb that they had slain; and 

they were to prepare the lamb by roasting it over fire.  They were also commanded to bake unleavened bread, 

and to eat it. 

Why did God command all this?  Because He was giving us a picture of salvation.  The Passover is filled with 

prophetic pictures, which point to Jesus Christ.  The perfect, spotless lamb was a picture of Jesus Christ, who 

is the sinless Lamb of God.  The blood of the lamb was a picture of Christ’s precious blood; and the Israelites’ 

placing the blood of the lamb on their doorposts was a picture of personally placing one’s trust in Christ and 

His blood, so that we might be spared from the judgment of hell.  The roasting of the lamb over fire was a 

picture of how Christ went through the fire of God’s judgment as He hung on the cross, in order to pay for our 

sins.  Eating the lamb was a picture of receiving eternal life by believing on Christ.  The unleavened bread 

was also a picture of Christ, in that Christ, who has no “leaven” of sin.  The breaking of the unleavened bread 

is a picture of how Christ’s body was broken for us on the cross.  Eating the unleavened bread is a picture of 

receiving spiritual life from Christ by believing on Him.  It is also a picture of receiving His holy nature.  Those 

who believe on Christ are enabled, by Him, to live holy lives.   

This morning, we will learn about another food that the Hebrews were commanded to eat on Passover night; 

and we will see how this food also points to Christ.  The title of this message is Christ, Our Sin-Bearer. 

Read Exodus 12:1-8. 

 



 

I. The bitter bondage of the Hebrews to the Egyptians 

 

In verse 8 of our passage, we find yet one more food that the children of Israel were to eat on the 

Passover night: they were to eat “bitter herbs.”  The Hebrew word for “bitter” is mara; and the 

word for “bitter herb” is maror. 

 

Now, does the Bible tell us exactly which kind of maror they were to eat?  No, it doesn’t.  Many 

herbs could fit the bill.  Today, though, most Jewish people eat horseradish.  I can testify that 

horseradish is bitter!  I remember a time, when I was a teenager, when my family was at Burger 

King; and I went over to the condiment counter to pump some ketchup into my sauce cup.  I pumped 

what I thought was ketchup into my cup; but when I dipped my fries into the sauce and took my first 

bite, I said, “Ugh!  What is this stuff?”  I went back to the counter, and saw a little sign with the 

word “horseradish” above the pump.  That was my first and last encounter with horseradish.  It was 

bitter!  By the way, the Jewish people today not only eat a salad made with horseradish, but they 

also eat parsley.  Now, parsley isn’t so bad-tasting by itself; but they dip it in saltwater!  They make 

sure that those herbs really taste bitter! 

 

Now, why did God command His people to eat bitter herbs?  Well, there was a reason.  This wasn’t 

supposed to be a delicious meal.  It was a teaching tool.  Let’s examine its meaning. 

  

Read Exodus 1:8-14. 

 

The Bible says that the children of Israel were in very “bitter” bondage to the Egyptians.  They were 

slaves; and their lives were very hard.  We are told that they served the Egyptians with “rigour” 

(hard labour).  Cruel taskmasters stood over them all day long.  In Exodus 5, we are told that after 

Moses and Aaron’s first meeting with the Pharaoh (the meeting when Moses demanded that Pharaoh 

let the children of Israel go), the king was so furious, that he instructed his taskmasters not to 

provide the children of Israel with the straw to make bricks anymore.  They had to go out and gather 

whatever stubble they could find, instead of straw; yet, they had to produce the same quota of bricks 

that they had produced before.  When they couldn’t do it, the Hebrew officers were cruelly beaten.   

 

By the way, there was a brief period of time, during the 12
th

 and 13
th

 dynasties of Egypt (during the 

reigns of Amenemhet III and Khasekemre Neferhotep I) when the pyramids were built with bricks, 

instead of with large stones.  And guess what materials were used to make the bricks?  Mud and 

straw!  According to the Bible’s chronologies, this time period (around 1445 B.C.) is exactly the 

period when the children of Israel were in Egypt.
1
  The Bible is right, folks! 

 

And so, the children of Israel served the kings of Egypt with rigour.  They built their palaces, 

pyramids, and monuments.  The Bible says that they built the cities of Pithom and Raamses.  By the 

way, I have a feeling that some of them got hurt while they were building these cities.  In fact, I 

think a lot of them died.  I doubt that Pharaoh had a “health and safety” policy for his slaves.  What 

the Pharaoh was concerned about was that there were too many Hebrews.  He was afraid that they 

might be able to overthrow him.  That’s why Pharaoh commanded every Hebrew baby boy to be 

killed.  The land of Egypt was filled with the blood of Hebrews; and God heard their cries. 

 

Life was hard and bitter for the children of Israel.  The bitter herbs reminded them of the hard 

bondage that they had been in during their years in Egypt.  Yet, there is a type of bondage that is far 

worse than human trafficking, or forced manual labour.  The kind of bondage that I’m talking about 

is a universal problem.  I’m talking about... 
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II. The bitter bondage of sinners to their sin 

 

The bitter herbs in the Passover meal remind the Jewish people of the hard bondage of their 

forefathers when they were in the land of Egypt.  But the bitter herbs remind us of something else, 

as well.  The bitter herbs are a picture of the fact that sinners are slaves to their sin.   

 

Our sins are like invisible chains.  They bind us, control us, and keep us from being able to do the 

things that please God.  That’s why the bitter herbs of the Passover meal illustrate our slavery to sin.  

Being a slave to sin is hard.  Sin may seem fun for a while; but as time goes on, sin wraps itself 

around you like a boa constrictor.  It destroys you, and makes your life very hard and bitter. 

 

Read Proverbs 13:15. 

 

Read Hebrews 11:23-26. 

 

The Bible says that the “way of transgressors is hard.”  The Bible also says that sin is fun only “for 

a season.”  Sin has a payday!  Sinners will receive their ultimate “payday” when they stand before 

God, and are sentenced to the Lake of Fire forever.  Yet, even in this life, sin has hard wages.  Now, 

many sinners would be quick to agree with this.  Many people are quick to point to the hopeless 

drug addict, the derelict alcoholic, the penniless gambler, or the disease-ridden whore, and say, 

“Yep.  The way of transgressors is hard, all right.  Look at those pathetic people over there.  I’m so 

glad that I’m not like them.  I’m a good person.”  My friend, if this be your thinking, you’d better 

think again!     

 

Read Luke 18:9-14. 

 

The Bible says that we are all vile, unworthy sinners, who have fallen short of God’s glory.  We all 

need to be forgiven and justified before God.  The Apostle Paul wrote, “As it is written, there is 

none righteous, no, not one: there is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after 

God.  They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that 

doeth good, no, not one” (Romans 3:10-11).  It doesn’t matter whether you be a hopeless drug 

addict, or a moral, hard-working person: you are still a sinner by birth, and by choice.  We all are 

born into this world with the inherent, inborn desire to do whatever pleases “me,” instead of what 

pleases God.  This is the essence of sin.  Isaiah said, “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have 

turned everyone to his own way” (Isaiah 53:6).  So, what does that mean?  That means that we all 

are born into this world as slaves.  Who is a slave to sin?  Every one of us!  That is our natural 

condition—unless and until we receive God’s gift of salvation. 

 

In a moment, we will talk about this wonderful gift of salvation.  Before we do, though, we need to 

talk about this matter of our “sin.”  No one can be saved until he first understands and acknowledges 

the fact that he is a slave to sin.  Think about the meaning of the word “save.”  To “save” means to 

“rescue.”  When God says that we must be “saved,” He is saying that we must be rescued.  Rescued 

from what?  From sin!  Just as surely as the children of Israel needed to be rescued from their cruel 

Egyptian masters, so we must be rescued from our sin.  Just as surely as victims of human 

trafficking in our modern day need to be rescued from their captors, so we, as sinners, need to be 

rescued from the slavery of sin: and Jesus is the only one who can do the rescuing.  The Apostle 

Peter said of Jesus, “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under 

heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 

 

One day when Jesus was preaching to the people, He said something which, undoubtedly, startled 

many of them.  (We know one thing for sure: Jesus’ statement made many of them angry!)  Jesus 

said, “Whosoever committeth sin is the servant (doulos, or “slave”) of sin.”  Since we are all 



 

sinners, this means that we are all “slaves” from the moment we are born into this world.  It also 

means that Satan is our real master, from day one.  In fact, he is more than our master: he is our 

spiritual father.  Let’s look at the Scripture in which Jesus made these claims. 

 

Read John 8:33-34 and 38-44. 

 

It doesn’t matter how trivial you think your sin is: it is not minimal, or trivial.  Every sin, no matter 

how great or small, is a capital crime against God.  When Adam and Eve sinned against God in the 

Garden of Eden, they renounced God as their Master, and unwittingly sold themselves over to the 

devil.  The devil became the spiritual father and master of mankind on the day when Adam and Eve 

sinned!  The Bible says in 1 Timothy 2:26 that sinners are in the “snare” of the devil, and that 

Satan takes sinners captive “at his will.” 

 

There are thousands of sins to which sinners are enslaved.  Take lying, for example.  Telling lies is a 

capital crime against God, because God is a God of truth, who hates lies.  In Romans 3:13, God 

describes all men in this way: “Their throat is an open sepulchre (grave); with their tongues they 

have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips.”  It doesn’t sound as though God takes 

kindly to liars, does it?  To God, lying is abominable, and worthy of eternal death in hell!  Yet, to 

sinners, lying is not a big deal.  In fact, it is totally natural.  No one had to teach you to lie; you 

learned all on your own, before you were even old enough to talk.   

 

Read Psalm 58:3. 

 

As sinners go through life, they become increasingly comfortable with telling lies—to the point that 

they don’t even consider themselves to be “liars,” even though they lie regularly.  A Christian friend 

of mine once told me of a time, before he was saved, when he would tell lies to the customers of his 

printing business.  For example, once when he was late in delivering an order to a customer, he 

stopped his car along the road on the way to his client’s business, lifted the bonnet, put his hands 

down into the engine, and got his hands greasy.  When he arrived at his destination, he told his client 

that he was late because he was having trouble with his car, and he had to stop to fix it.  As a lost 

man, he thought nothing of his deception.  Little did he know that he was following the will of his 

father, the devil!  Little did he know that that sin of lying was like a taskmaster, controlling his life, 

alienating him from God, and banning him from heaven! 

 

Another sin that enslaves people is coveting.  God said in Exodus 20:17, “Thou shalt not covet thy 

neighbour’s house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s wife, nor his manservant, nor his 

maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbour’s.”  Covetousness is a 

serious thing in the eyes of God.  To “covet” is to desire something that isn’t rightfully yours, or 

simply to love things instead of God.  Regardless of which shade of covetousness may control you, 

it is abominable in the sight of God, because it is really another form of idolatry.  Covetousness is 

loving and worshipping things, or pleasures, instead of loving God.   

 

We are so used to seeing little children fighting over a toy, that most of us think little or nothing of 

it.  After all, we did the same when we were children, right?  (And we certainly aren’t terrible 

sinners!)  However, that is not how God sees it.  Little do those children know, as they fight over 

that toy, that they are slaves to that sin of covetousness.  As they grow up, they will want bigger and 

bigger things; and they will hurt whomever they have to hurt to get what they want.  Maybe when 

they get bigger, they will want someone else’s wife; and they’ll hurt their own wife, and kids, and 

family, and that woman’s husband, and many other people, to fulfil their lustful desire.  

Covetousness is a sin that makes you a slave.  It destroys you. 

 



 

There are all kinds of other sins that control and destroy people.  Many adults are slaves to alcohol, 

smoking, and drugs (both illegal drugs and legal drugs).  These things seem fun at first; but in the 

end, they bite with deadly venom!  Alcohol and drugs empty people’s pockets, and rob families of 

their food.  Alcohol and drugs cause people to do and say things that strike into others’ hearts like a 

dagger.  Proverbs 20:1 says, “Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whosoever is 

deceived thereby is not wise.”  Proverbs 23:29-35 says, “Who hath woe? who hath sorrow? who 

hath contentions? who hath babbling? who hath wounds without cause? who hath redness of 

eyes? They that tarry long at the wine; they that go to seek mixed wine.  Look not thou upon the 

wine when it is red, when it giveth his colour in the cup, when it moveth itself aright (in other 

words, when it has turned from fresh grape juice into fermented, intoxicating alcohol).  At the last it 

biteth like a serpent, and stingeth like an adder.  Thine eyes shall behold strange women, and 

thine heart shall utter perverse things.  Yea, thou shalt be as he that lieth down in the midst of the 

sea, or as he that lieth upon the top of a mast.  They have stricken me, shalt thou say, and I was 

not sick; they have beaten me, and I felt it not: when shall I awake? I will seek it yet again.”   (In 

other words, it controls you!  You are a slave to it.) 

 

All over the world, people are slaves to their sin.  Who can free them?  Can a priest or other 

religious leader free them from their sin?  Not at all.  Religious leaders may advise men that they are 

sinners (and rightly so); but if they do not offer men the remedy for sin that God has prescribed in 

His Word, then they are offering men a false gospel, and a false hope.  The religious traditions of 

men cannot free men from their sin.  Giving money to a priest or religion cannot free men from their 

sin.  Only the precious blood of Christ can free men from their sin!   

 

Read 1 Peter 1:18-19. 

 

How about the priests of humanism—the psychiatrists?  Can they set men free?  Not on your life!  

They can’t even help themselves.  Take some of the great founders of psychiatry, for example.  

Sigmund Freud, the founder of psychoanalysis, had the bizarre fear that he would die at age 61, or, 

at best, 62.  (He drew this calculation from a new telephone number that he was once issued—the 

number 14362.  If you switch around the 1 and the 6, and remove the 43 between them, you get 61.  

And don’t forget...the number ends with 62!  It’s so obvious, isn’t it?  By the way, Freud died at age 

83.)  Freud was fascinated with sexual perversions of every kind—so much so, that he made 

perversion the foundation of his whole theory of human development.  He had frequent blackouts; 

and he had a phobia of being away from his home.  He refused to quit smoking, even after 30 jaw 

surgeries to remove cancer from his jaw.  He had a serious cocaine addiction; and he died of assisted 

suicide.
2
  Sounds like the kind of guy who can help you with your problems, doesn’t it?   

 

How about Carl Jung, the founder of analytical psychology?  “From childhood, he believed that, 

like his mother, he had two personalities—a modern Swiss citizen and a personality more suited to 

the 18th century.”
3
  While growing up, he carved a mannequin onto a ruler, hid it in the attic, and 

brought pieces of paper with written messages in his own language to this mannequin.  Even in his 

adulthood, he said that this ceremonial act brought him “a sense of peace and security.”
4
  He liked 

the pagan idea of feeding and talking to totem poles and other inanimate objects and fetishes; and he 

himself talked with inanimate objects.  He had frequent affairs with his patients, which caused 

serious trouble in his marriage.  He had long conversations with imaginary people such as Salome, a 

beautiful young woman whom he considered to be the archetype of the feminine, and with 

Philemon, an old man with a white beard and the wings of a kingfisher, whom he considered to be 

the archetype of the wise old man.
5
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Oh, yes, and there is Abraham Maslow, the inventor of the “Theory of Human Motivation.”  What 

was the main motivation behind his life’s work?  He openly admitted that it was his hatred of his 

mother!  Apparently, his mother was a very cruel and hate-filled person; but that doesn’t change the 

fact that God says, “Honour thy father and thy mother...that it may be well with thee.”  Obviously, 

not all was well with Abraham Moslow! 

   

Can these men, or any of their disciples, set you free?  No.  They can only add more chains to your 

bondage!  Jesus said, “Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin.”  Men who are slaves to sin 

cannot free others from their sin.  There is only one Man who can free you!  Jesus said, “If the Son 

therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.”  But how does Jesus set you free?  In order 

to know how Jesus can free you, there is one more thing you must understand. 

 

III. The bitter price of sin 

 

Even in this life on earth, sin has a terrible price tag.  By its very nature, sin is bitter.  God’s ways 

are ways of life.  His commands are designed for our good and happiness.  Thus, any way that 

opposes God is a way of misery.  The Scripture says that sinners’ ways are filled with “destruction 

and misery”; and “the way of peace have they not known” (Romans 3:16-17). 

 

I wish I could say that the natural consequences of sin here on earth are the bitterest price that 

sinners must pay; but such is not the case.  God has made it very clear that the price of sin is death.  

(See Romans 6:23a.)  This “death” is not merely physical death, but spiritual death (separation from 

God), and eternal death (eternal separation from God, in the Lake of Fire).  Revelation 21:8 that 

“all liars” shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone.  Every single one of 

us deserves to go to hell just for the lies we’ve told!  Even if you’d never done any other sin except 

lying, you’d still be on your way to hell.  The ultimate price of sin is very bitter! 

 

Now, if you have not been saved, and you are getting scared at the words that I am saying, that’s a 

good thing!  You need to be scared enough to listen to what God has to say.  God says that there is a 

way for you to be forgiven of your sins, and set free from the slavery of sin.  As we’ve already seen, 

Jesus said that everyone who sins is a slave to sin; but, He also said, “If the Son therefore shall 

make you free, ye shall be free indeed.”  Jesus can set you free from sin, so that God can accept you 

into His family!  Let’s look again at what Christ said. 

 

Read John 8:31-36. 

 

Jesus said that “the servant abideth not in the house for ever.”  What did He mean by this?  Well, 

consider the audience.  Jesus was speaking to Jewish people; and He was telling them that because 

they had all sinned, they were servants to sin.  This means that every Jew in the world is a slave to 

sin—except Jesus!  As the only sinless Jew, Jesus is the rightful Son and heir of the house of Israel.  

Every other Jew is born into the house of Israel as a slave.  Now, what was the status of a slave in 

Jesus’ day?  Did they have any right or claim to the house that they lived in?  No.  The master could 

remove them from the house at any time.  So it is for the Jewish people.  Like everyone else in this 

world, they are slaves to sin; and thus, they are in the house of Israel only temporarily.  At any time, 

God can remove them from this life on earth (and thus, from the house of Israel), and cast them into 

hell.  But, if and when they turn to the Son of God, and believe on Him, they are freed from their 

slavery to sin.  They are now counted as children of God, and joint-heirs with the Son. 

 

Now, none of us here this morning is, to my knowledge, Jewish; but the principal here still applies 

to all of us.  We are all born into this world as slaves to sin, and thus, we have no right or claim to 

God’s family.  But if and when you believe on Jesus Christ, you are freed from slavery to sin, and 



 

made part of God’s royal household.  Now, here’s the irony of it.  We Christians are now called 

“sons of God, and joint heirs with Christ”; yet, at the same time, we are also called “slaves” to 

something else.  We are now called “servants” (literally, “slaves”) to “righteousness.”  

  

Read Romans 6:16-23. 

 

How does Christ set people free from the slavery of sin, and make them slaves to righteousness?  

Paul answered that question right there in verse 17.  Paul reminded the Romans that they once 

“were the servants of sin”; but, they had “obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine” (teaching) 

which had been delivered to them.  What “doctrine” is Paul talking about?  He’s talking about the 

Gospel!  He’s talking about the “good news” of salvation through the death, burial, and resurrection 

of Jesus Christ for our sins.    

 

The Gospel is the best message that has ever been told.  While Jesus was on the cross, every sin 

you’ve ever done, or ever will do, was placed on Him; and He paid for every one of those sins.  Can 

you imagine how bitter it must have been for Jesus to go through all that for you?  But that’s not the 

worst of it.  Because our sins were laid on Jesus, Jesus had to be separated from His Father for those 

6 hours.  The Father had to forsake His own Son.  Galatians 3:13 says that “Christ hath redeemed 

us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us.”  First Peter 2:24 says that Christ 

Himself “bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sin, should live unto 

righteousness.”  Second Corinthians 5:21 says that God “hath made him to be sin for us, who 

knew no sin, that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.”  First Peter 3:18 says that 

“Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God.” 

 

Those hours on the cross were agony for Jesus.  The Father could not even look on His Son while 

He was on the cross, because all our sins were on Him.  After 6 horrible hours on the cross, Jesus 

finally cried out, “It is finished!”  What Jesus was saying was that our sin debt was paid for in full!  

After Jesus uttered this cry of victory, He dismissed His spirit to Paradise.  He said, “Father, into 

thy hands I commend my spirit.”  But that wasn’t the end.  Three days later, Jesus came to life 

again!  On Sunday morning, Jesus arose from death, and came out of the grave.  When Jesus came 

out of the grave, He won the greatest victory that has ever been won! 

 

Read Hebrews 2:11-15. 

 

Do these words resonate with you?  Do you fear death?  Are you, through “fear of death,” subject to 

bondage?  If so, you can be freed!  Jesus took on flesh and blood and died on the cross, so that He 

might destroy the one who had the power of death—the devil!  Satan cannot hold onto his captives 

when they repent and believe on Jesus.  Not one soul who has turned to Christ for forgiveness has 

remained in Satan’s grasp.  If you will admit to Jesus that you are a sinner, and will believe that 

Jesus died and rose again to save you, and will ask Him to save you, He will do it!  He’ll take you 

out of Satan’s family, and put you into God’s family.  You won’t be on your way to hell anymore; 

you’ll be on your way to heaven.  And you won’t be a slave to sin anymore.  That doesn’t mean that 

you won’t have a sin nature anymore; but it does mean that you won’t have to sin anymore.  Christ 

will help you to overcome sin, and to do things that please God. 

 

Conclusion: The bitter herbs of the Passover meal remind us of our sin.  They remind us of how bitter our sin 

is.  They also remind us that Jesus went through the bitterness of having our sin laid on Him, so that we might 

be saved.  Have you been saved?  Should you not be sure that you are saved, you can be sure.  In a moment, we 

will have an invitation time; and an offer will be put forth to you to receive Christ’s priceless gift of salvation.  

The Bible says, “Now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.”  Won’t you believe on Him 

today?  And, Christian, won’t you draw closer to Christ today in your walk with Him?  You may be saved, and 



 

on your way to heaven; but sin still has bitter consequences in this life.  Allow Christ to help you overcome sin 

in your life today, so that you may know the sweetness of full, unhindered fellowship with Him! 


