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The following sermon was preached at Redemption Baptist Church on Sunday, 29 December 2024.  We 
encourage you to look up the Scriptures that are referenced and see the context for yourself.  May the 
Lord speak to your heart as you study His Word.  

The Wise Men’s Gospel Message 
Matthew 2:1-11 

In 1950, a missionary named Geoffrey Bull, who had just finished a three-year study of the Mandarin and 
Tibetan languages, moved from inland China into Tibet, and began his missionary work.  However, that 
summer the Chinese communists began to invade Tibet; and in December of that year, they took Bull 
captive, and put him into a “re-education programme” for three years.  Yet, no matter how much they 
“educated” him, they could not make him renounce his faith in Christ or the Bible.  Finally, they returned 
him to British authorities in Hong Kong in December of 1953; and he was deported back to England.  1

Those three years in prison were very hard for Bull; but God gave him hope.  One of the “bright 
moments” that particularly burned into his memory happened on the first Christmas after he had been 
taken captive.  His captors had driven him through the freezing-cold mountains of Tibet day after day, en 
route to the prison.  Finally, one night they came into a village, and gave him an upper room in a house, 
with a small charcoal stove, and a meagre meal.  After he had eaten, they forced him to go down and look 
after the horses.  He climbed down a notched tree trunk to the lower floor; and as he walked through the 
disgusting mixture of manure and hay, he began to feel sick.  At this point, he began to have a little “pity 
party” for himself.  He didn’t think that he deserved this.  After all, he had been trying to serve the Lord!  
But then, a thought occurred to him.  Bull later wrote, “As I continued to grope my way in the darkness…
it suddenly flashed into my mind.  What’s today?  I thought for a moment.  In travelling, the days had 
become a little muddled in my mind.  Suddenly it came to me.  ‘It’s Christmas Eve.’  I stood suddenly 
still in that Oriental manger.  To think that my Saviour was born in a place like this.  To think that He 
came all the way from Heaven to some wretched eastern stable, and what is more to think that He came 
for me.  How men beautify the cross and the crib, as if to hide the fact that at birth we resigned him to the 
stench of beasts, and at death exposed him to the shame of rogues.  I returned to the warm, clean room 
which I enjoyed even as a prisoner, bowed to thankfulness and worship.”   2

Throughout December, we’ve been studying the events that surrounded Christ’s birth.  We’ve studied the 
messages that God delivered through Gabriel; through the angel of the Lord; through the heavenly host; 
through Zacharias; and through Simeon.  As we’ve read these messages, we’ve focused on the pieces of 
the Gospel message that these men and angels spoke.  This morning, we will study yet one more piece of 
the Gospel message; however, the message that we’ll be examining this morning wasn’t delivered in 
words, but in actions.  The deliverers of this message were the men that we call “the Magi”; and the gifts 
that they brought to Baby Jesus were, in themselves, prophecies pointing to who Jesus is, and to what He 
had come to earth to do.  The title of this message is The Wise Men’s Gospel Message.   

Read Matthew 2:1-16. 

I. The Gospel messengers 
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There is a lot of confusion these days about these men whom the Bible calls “the wise men.”  
Who were they, exactly?  How many of them were there?  At what point did they see Jesus?  
Where were they from?  And how did they know to come looking for Jesus?   

The Scripture that we’ve just read answers most of these questions.  For one thing, we know 
for certain that the wise men did not see Jesus on the night of His birth.  As we saw in verse 
11, the wise men arrived at a “house” in Bethlehem (not at a manger).  Time had passed, and 
Mary and Joseph had taken up residence in Bethlehem, instead of in Nazareth.  Another good 
indication that Jesus was not a baby when the wise men arrived is that King Herod ordered all 
children from age two and under to be killed.  From the information that the wise men had 
given Herod, he apparently figured that Jesus was a toddler, possibly approaching two years 
old.  In fact, the Greek word that is used to describe Jesus is not the word for “infant,” but the 
word for “young child” (pedion).  (Read Matthew 2:11 again.)  We may not know exactly 
how old Jesus was when the wise men arrived; but we may safely assume that He was 
between one and two years of age.  In any event, the wise men definitely did not arrive on the 
night of Christ’s birth.  The Bible gives us no such indication.   

Now, how many wise men were there?  The Bible doesn’t tell us this, either; but there were 
very likely more than three of them!  (Read Matthew 2:3 again.)  The Bible says that all 
Jerusalem was “troubled” by this caravan of wise men; thus, we may be sure that there were 
more than three of them!  This was a big band of men, with the appearance of a small army. 

The next question is: Who, exactly, were the wise men, and where were they from?  We are 
told that they were from “the east.”  They were probably from a royal court somewhere in 
Persia (modern-day Iran).  As wise men, they were well-educated.  They gave advice to their 
king in matters of science, law, history, political strategy, and so forth.  However, these men 
were wise in more ways than one.  Not only were they very knowledgeable of government and 
science, but they also were very knowledgeable of the Scriptures.  In fact, not only did they 
know the Scriptures, but they believed the Scriptures.  They believed in the prophecies of the 
Messiah so strongly, that they were willing to make a very long, expensive, potentially 
dangerous journey to see Jesus, and to worship Him. 

Now, it’s important to realise that these men were not Jews.  There were many ex-patriot Jews 
living outside their homeland; but these men were not ex-patriot Jews.  They were Gentiles.  
They said that they had come to see “the king of the Jews.”  By calling Jesus “the King of the 
Jews,” they were making a distinction between themselves and the Jewish people.  They were 
asking, “All right, Jewish people....where is your King?”  They were so sure that the Jews 
would recognise Jesus as their King, that they went straight to the capital city, Jerusalem!  
(They probably figured that they would find Jesus in a royal palace, and not in a lowly house.) 
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The next question is: If these men were Gentiles, how did they know about the Jewish 
Messiah?  And how did they, being non-Jews, know that the star they had seen in the sky was 
a special sign that the King of the Jews had arrived?  Well, it was all because of a man named 
Daniel.  In 605 B.C., God allowed Daniel to be taken as a captive to Babylon, and to be placed 
in the royal court of King Nebuchadnezzar.  Because of the superior wisdom that God gave to 
Daniel, he was soon made the chief governor over all the wise men of Babylon.  Daniel was 
the chief wise man of Babylon for the better part of seventy years; and he was given much 
power in the administration of the Babylonian government, as well.  He also was in the court 
of at least two Persian kings, after Babylon had been overthrown by Persia.  Because of the 
high positions that Daniel was given in Babylon and Persia, he had much fame and influence 
throughout the entire Middle East.   

Now, the wise men of Babylon and Persia had been brought up in pagan darkness.  They had 
been taught occultic, magical “sciences,” such as astrology.  However, as they saw the power 
of Daniel’s God, and the powerlessness of their own false gods, there surely must have been at 
least some of them who came to believe on the true God; and, naturally, they would have 
wanted to learn about the true God (especially as they saw the power of the Hebrew God 
demonstrated again and again).  Undoubtedly, Daniel taught these men the Scriptures; and his 
influence didn’t end after he died, either.  By the time of Christ, there were still wise men in 
royal courts of the Middle East who knew about the God of Israel; and because they studied 
the Hebrew Scriptures carefully, they knew all about the prophecies of the Messiah.  They 
knew that it was time for the Messiah to arrive. 

Now, last week, we studied the prophecy of the seventy weeks of years.  The wise men surely 
must have known about this prophecy in Daniel 9 (especially since it was penned by their 
ancient hero, Daniel)!  They knew that it had been nearly 483 years since King Artaxerxes of 
Persia had decreed for the walls of Jerusalem to be rebuilt.  They knew, from this prophecy, 
that the time for the Jewish Messiah to arrive was nearly upon them.  However, there is 
something else that they knew.  They had read in the Scriptures about the appearance of a star. 

Read Numbers 24:15-17. 

God gave this prophecy during the time of Moses, around 1400 B.C.; and, strangely enough, 
God gave this prophecy through the mouth of a non-Jew—a Syrian named Balaam.  Balaam 
knew about the God of Israel, and all about the rituals of Jehovah worship (probably through 
the lingering influence of Abraham, who had lived in Syria centuries earlier); however, 
Balaam was not a true believer in the God of Israel.  He was, in fact, a pagan sorcerer, and a 
false prophet; and the whole reason he had met with the king of Moab was to curse the nation 
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of Israel on his behalf.  King Balak was very afraid of Israel; and he had offered Balaam great 
wealth if he would curse Israel in the name of their God, and with their own worship rituals.  
However, God would not let Balaam curse Israel in His name.  On this one unique occasion, 
God seized control of Balaam’s tongue, and gave him a true prophecy.  Through Balaam, God 
said that one day a “star” would arise out of Jacob (in other words, from the nation of Israel).   

Now, with this in mind, let’s fast-forward back to the time of Jesus.  The wise men obviously 
knew this prophecy of Balaam; and they knew that the word “star” was a metaphor for the 
Messiah Himself.  However, when the wise men looked up into the sky one day, they saw a 
new and highly unusual star.  Contrary to nature, this star was arising from the western sky, 
not from the east.  It was coming from the direction of the land of Israel!  It was literally 
arising “out of Jacob.”  At this point, they realised that the prophecy of Numbers 24:17 was 
more than a metaphor.  Not only was the King of Israel like a beautiful “star”: but God had 
actually prepared a supernatural light in the sky in order to announce His birth! 

That was all the evidence the wise men needed.  They immediately packed up, and went to see 
the King of the Jews.  By the way, you’ll notice that when they saw Jesus, they worshipped 
Him.  They didn’t worship Mary, or Joseph: they worshipped the Child.  The wise men knew 
that this baby was not merely a Man: He was God in human flesh.  They knew that this Baby 
was worthy of their worship.  (Read Matthew 2:11 again.)  

Wise men (and women) still worship Jesus today.  The wisest thing we could ever do is to fall 
down at the feet of Jesus and worship Him as King, Priest, and Saviour! 

II. The gifts that foretold the Gospel message (v. 11) 

(Read Matthew 2:11 again.)  Here in verse 11, we find another Gospel message.  Here we 
find another prophecy of what Christ would do to purchase our salvation.  This prophecy was 
not given in words: it was given in pictures.  The gifts that the wise men gave are prophetic 
pictures of who Jesus is, and of what He would one day do to purchase our salvation.   

Let’s see what we can learn from these gifts.  First of all, there was gold.  Now, when you 
think of gold, what do you think of?  You think of royalty.  You think of kings.  Gold is the 
precious metal with which kings adorn themselves.  For that reason, gold is, in Scripture, often 
used as a picture of Christ’s Godhead and Kingship.  Let’s look at a prophecy of the Messiah 
in the Old Testament, and see how gold symbolises Christ as the King of kings. 

Read Psalm 21:1-13. 
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In verse 3 we are told that the LORD set “a crown of pure gold” upon the king’s head.  Now, 
who is this king who was given this crown of gold?  It is the author of this psalm, King David.  
David is writing about his own coronation as king of Israel.  However, by verse 4, it is 
obvious that David is no longer talking about himself.  He is now prophesying about a future 
King—a King who would be one of his own descendants.  He is giving us a prophecy of the 
Lord Jesus Christ.   

How do we know that David is prophesying about Jesus?  Well, for one thing, David says that 
this King “asked life” of the LORD, and that the LORD gave Him “length of days for ever 
and ever.”  Now, the last time I checked, David died; and his body is still in the grave.  Christ, 
on the other hand, arose back to life after three days, and is alive forever more.  How else do 
we know that this is a prophecy of Christ?  Let’s look again at verses 8-12.  (Read Matthew 
2:8-12 again.)  David says that this King will make His enemies “as a fiery oven” in the 
“time” of God’s “anger.”  Obviously, this King is not David: it is the Lord Jesus Christ!  
David never destroyed all his enemies with fire; but Jesus Christ will destroy all His enemies 
with burning fire when He returns to earth at the Battle of Armageddon.  It will be the “time of 
God’s anger,” which God’s prophets foretold time and time again! 

Brethren, the ultimate King of Psalm 21 is not David: it is the Son of David, Jesus Christ.  His 
crown of gold symbolises His Kingship and His Godhead.  Let’s look at another place where 
gold symbolises Christ’s Godhead and Kingship.  

Read Exodus 25:23-30. 

The Table of Shewbread was made of gold; and it had the likeness of a crown around it.  What 
was the purpose of the Table of Shewbread?  Was this table placed in the Tabernacle simply so 
that the priests could have something to snack on while they were doing their priestly duties?  
No.  Like everything else in the Tabernacle, the Table of Shewbread was a symbol—a picture.  
It is a picture of Christ, the Second Person of the Trinity.  The unleavened bread that was set 
out on the table pictured Christ as the Bread of Life.  Just as the priests ate the bread on the 
Table of Shewbread, so Christians “eat” of Jesus Christ (in other words, fellowship with Him, 
and draw their spiritual life from Him).  Just as families have fellowship together as they sit 
around the table and eat, so Christians have sweet fellowship with their Brother, Jesus Christ, 
as they commune with Him every day.  Jesus is the Bread of Life; but He is also our King.  
The gold in the Table of Shewbread pictures Jesus as the King of Kings. 
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The wise men certainly gave a fitting gift to the King of kings!  Christian, the next time you 
think of the gold that the wise men gave Jesus, remember that Jesus is your King and your 
God; and He deserves your worship and praise.   

Now, let’s look at the second gift.  We are told that the wise men also gave Jesus the gift of 
frankincense.  Frankincense was a prophetic picture, as well.  Frankincense reminds us that 
Jesus Christ is our great High Priest.  How so?  Well, if you know much about the sacrificial 
system of the Old Testament, you know that frankincense had an important part in it.  For one 
thing, when people brought a meal offering to the Tabernacle, they were to pour oil and 
frankincense on top of it. 

Read Leviticus 2:1-3, 14-16.  (The “meat offering” could also be said “meal offering.”) 

Perhaps you’re wondering what this “meal offering” was all about.  Well, the meal offering 
was one of five kinds of offerings that the children of Israel offered to the Lord.  However, the 
meal offering was different from the other four kinds of offerings, in that it didn’t involve the 
killing of an animal.  The meal offering was an offering of grain; and, like everything else in 
the sacrificial system, the meal offering was a picture of Christ.  The meal offering was a 
picture of Christ in His earthly life, as He went through the “fire” of testing and suffering.  
(You’ll notice that the LORD emphasised, several times, that the meal offering was to be 
“made by fire,” or “dried by the fire.”)  This offering pictures Christ in His earthly tests and 
sufferings.  Yet, throughout this picture, what substance do we see?  We see frankincense! 

What does this mean, then?  It means that frankincense is part of the prophetic picture of 
Christ in His humanity.  Yet, what about His humanity does it picture?  Let’s look at another 
Scripture, and see what we can learn. 

Read Exodus 30:34-38. 

Frankincense was one of the major ingredients of the incense that the priests would burn on 
the altar of incense.  The priests were commanded to keep this incense burning continually, 
every day of the year.  However, not only did they burn this incense every day of the year, but 
there was one special day when the high priest (not just any priest, but the high priest) would 
take a handful of this incense, and would put it on the altar of incense.  That day was the Day 
of Atonement (in our month of September or October).  The Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur) 
was the one day of the year when the curtain of the Holy of Holies was pulled back.  The high 
priest would go all by himself into the Holy of Holies to sprinkle the blood of bulls and goats 
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on the mercy seat of the Ark of the Covenant; but just before he pulled back that curtain and 
entered the Holy of Holies, he would stop at the altar of incense (which was just in front of the 
curtain); and he would pour a special incense on the altar. 

Read Leviticus 16:11-17. 

The ritual that we’ve just read about is a powerful picture of Christ, in His role as our High 
Priest.  How so?  Because the burning of incense is a picture of prayer.  In Psalm 141:2, David 
said, “Let my prayer be set forth before thee as incense; and the lifting up of my hands as 
the evening sacrifice.”  Just as the sweet-smelling smoke of the incense went up from the 
altar, so the prayers of God’s people go upward to God; and to Him, our prayers are like 
sweet-smelling perfume.  He loves it when His people talk to Him.  

  

However, the burning of incense is not simply a picture of our prayers.  If it were merely a 
picture of our prayers, we’d be in trouble!  Why?  Because many times, God will not answer 
our prayers on account of unconfessed sin in our lives!  Psalm 66:18 says, “If I regard 
iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me.”  Many times, our prayers are blocked, 
because our hearts are not right with God.  However, there is one Man whose prayers to the 
Father are always heard, because He never sins.  That Man is Jesus Christ!   

Do you see why the high priests of the Old Testament was so important?  The high priest was 
a picture of our true High Priest, Jesus Christ.  In the Old Testament, the high priest would 
sprinkle incense on the altar of incense just before going into the Holy of Holies to sprinkle 
the blood on the mercy seat; and likewise, Jesus Christ, our true High Priest, goes to the Father 
on our behalf, to pray for us.  He asks the Father to be longsuffering with us for His sake.  He 
has sprinkled His own blood on the mercy seat once and for all; and He is now seated on His 
throne in Heaven, where He makes intercession for us.  The Apostle Paul wrote, “It is Christ 
that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also 
maketh intercession for us.”  That word “intercession” means “prayer on someone else’s 
behalf.”  Christ literally prays to God the Father for us.  He is able to do this because He is one 
of us.  As a Man, He is able to be our High Priest, and represent our cause before the Father. 

Christian, when you think of the gift of frankincense that the wise men gave, think of your 
High Priest, Jesus Christ.  He prays continually to the Father for you!  Even when your heart is 
cold, and you are thinking little of Him, He never stops thinking of you!  He is continually 
interceding to the Father for you! 
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Now, there is one more gift that the wise men gave to Jesus: and that was myrrh.  Myrrh is yet 
another important picture of Christ.  It is a picture of His death for our sins, and His burial. 

Now, in case you are wondering what “myrrh” is, it is a gum resin that is used in perfumes and 
spices.  It is sweet-smelling; but it tastes bitter.  In Christ's day, myrrh was used to embalm the 
bodies of the dead, to keep the body from rotting for as long as possible.  For this reason, 
myrrh had a particular association with death.  It isn’t hard to see how this gift is a picture of 
Christ, is it?  Myrrh reminds us of the fact that Jesus died for us, and was buried.  The Bible 
tells us that one of Jesus’ followers, Nicodemus, furnished myrrh for Jesus’ burial. 

Read John 19:38-42. 

Myrrh is a powerful picture of the Gospel message—particularly, the message that “Christ 
died for our sins according to the scriptures, and that he was buried.”  However, there is 
even more to this picture.  You see, in order for myrrh to release its sweet smell, it has to be 
crushed.  Just as myrrh must be crushed in order to release its fragrance, so Christ had to be 
crushed in order to become a sweet-smelling Sacrifice for our sins.  Not only was it necessary 
for Jesus to die: but He had to die an awful, brutal, bloody death.   

The first-century historian Josephus reported that on Passover night, as hundreds of thousands 
of lambs were being slaughtered in the Temple courtyard, the priests had to allow the blood to 
flow down the side of the Temple Mount, into the brook Kidron.  The blood was so profuse, 
that it turned the entire mountainside crimson red!  The colour of blood could be seen from 
miles away.  God designed the slaying of the Passover lamb to be a picture of the kind of 
death that He would require of His Son!  It was necessary for Jesus to be crushed for us. 

Read Isaiah 53:5, 10. 

Two times in this chapter, Isaiah said that the Father would allow His Servant, Jesus Christ, to 
be “bruised.”  The Hebrew word for “bruise” is dakka: and it means “to break in pieces, to 
crush, to destroy, to humble, to smite.”  It has the idea of something being utterly smashed, or 
ruined.  In relation to a person, the word dakka has the idea of a brutal, horrible, agonising 
death.  My friends, that is the kind of death that Jesus died—a horrible, agonising, bloody 
death.  However, He didn’t suffer this death because of any sin that He had done.  He did no 
sin.  He died this awful death for us.  He died in our place, as our sin-bearer.  First Peter 
2:24-25 says that Christ “bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to 
sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.” 
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My friends, this is the Gospel message.  It is a sobering message, when you think of what our 
sin cost the Son of God; but at the same time, it is the most joyous message in the world.  
Because Jesus died for our sins and rose again, we can be raised to new life in Christ. Because 
of what Christ did for us, we can be saved.  We can be made at peace with God, and have real, 
abiding peace in our hearts every day.  Through His death and resurrection, Christ made it 
possible for us to live lives of joyful service to God on this earth; and He made it possible for 
us to partake of the resurrection, and to spend eternity with God in Heaven! 

Conclusion: The wise men brought appropriate gifts to Jesus.  They understood that Jesus is the 
King of kings; and by giving Him a gift that is associated with death, they showed their belief that 
Jesus would die in some manner.  They had read the Scriptures, and they believed them.  Yet, 
while these Gentiles from the East believed on Jesus, most of Jesus’ own people did not believe on 
Him.  Despite having been given every opportunity in the world, most of the Jewish people 
rejected their Saviour.  How about you, though?  You’ve had the privilege of hearing God’s Word 
today; yet, have you personally believed on Christ?  Have you surrendered your life to the One 
who died for your sins, and rose again?  If you have not been saved, don’t put it off!  In your 
heart, believe on Him, and repent (turn to Christ, from your sin).   

If you do know Christ as your Saviour already, I would ask you this: Have you lost the wonder of 
what Jesus has done for you?  Do you stop often to thank Him for being the Sacrifice for your 
sins?  Do you spend much time talking with Him in prayer?  Do you worship and praise Him in 
your heart every day?  Do you give rich gifts to Him, as the wise men did?  Are you giving of 
your time, your talents, and your treasures to the Lord, out of a heart of love for Him?  Should 
your love for Jesus Christ be lacking, talk to Him about it today!  Confess and forsake your sins, 
and draw near to Him again!
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