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The following sermon was preached at Redemption Baptist Church on Sunday, 28 August 2022.  We 

encourage you to look up the Scriptures that are referenced, and see the context for yourself.  May the 

Lord speak to your heart as you study His Word.  

 

Instructions for God’s Priests 

Hebrews 13:15-17 

 

Anyone who has ever read carefully through the first five books of the Bible has a pretty good idea of 

how vast the duties and responsibilities of the Old Testament priests were.  The first five books of the Old 

Testament (and especially Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy) were the priests’ instruction 

manual!  The Old Testament priest had to know all God’s requirements for the Temple, and not deviate 

from those requirements a hair’s breadth.  Not only did the priests have the duty of performing the 

ordinances of the Temple; they also had the duty of teaching God’s Law to the people of Israel. 

Now, the people of Israel were also accountable for knowing the Law.  They weren’t exempt from 

responsibility simply because they weren’t descendants of Aaron.  Every Israelite man was required to 

make copies of the Scriptures, and to put up the Scriptures all over his home for his family to learn!   

In reality, every man in Israel was a sort of “priest,” teaching his household the things of God during 

every waking hour of the day.  Furthermore, God commanded that when the day would come that Israel 

would have a king over them, even the king was to hand-write his own personal copy of the Law, and to 

meditate on the Law day and night.  No Israelite, no matter what his station in life, was exempt from 

responsibility to serve God and obey His Law.  In fact, in Exodus 19:5-6, God told the entire nation of 

Israel, “Ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth is mine: and ye shall 

be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation.”  In God’s eyes, every member of the nation of 

Israel was to serve Him as a “priest,” praising His name and lifting Him up before the nations! 

So, we who know Christ as Saviour can breathe a sigh of relief, right?  After all, we aren’t living in Old 

Testament times; and all those ceremonial laws that God required of the children of Israel have been done 

away with.  We don’t have nearly as much responsibility, right?  Wrong!  As we shall learn in our 

Scripture today, we believers who are living in the New Testament age have just as much responsibility 

as the priests of the Old Testament had!   

According to the New Testament, those who are in Christ are all priests before God!  Now, of course, our 

priestly responsibilities do not include offering animal sacrifices.  The sacrifice of animals was only 

symbolic, and temporary.  When Christ died on the cross, the veil in the Temple was ripped in two, thus 

showing that the true sacrifice for sin had been made, and the animal sacrifices are no longer needed.  

(And just to make sure that we got the message, God allowed the Temple to be destroyed by the Romans 

in A.D. 70.!)  There are no more animal sacrifices.  Yet, we do have other kinds of sacrifices to offer: and 

God is just as serious about these sacrifices as He was about the animal sacrifices in the Old Testament!   

It is absolutely necessary that every single child of God know his responsibilities as a priest before God.  

To that end, I have entitled this message Instruction for God’s Priests. 

Read Hebrews 13:15-17. 
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In our passage this morning, I would like to point out two sets of instructions that God has given to His 

“priesthood of believers.”  First of all, He has given us... 

I. Instructions concerning sacrifices (vv. 15, 16) 

 

In last week’s message, we learned that Christians worship at a new altar.  No longer do 

believers worship at the Old Testament Temple; and no longer do we bring animals to be 

burned on an altar of sacrifice.  In fact, we don’t have any physical altar at all!  God’s people 

worship in “spirit and in truth” at the new altar—the cross of Jesus Christ!  We who know 

Christ as Saviour don’t have to go to a building to worship Him: rather, we worship Him in 

the Temple of our bodies every single day.   

 

Read 1 Corinthians 6:19-20.  

 

Just as the Old Testament priests glorified God in the Temple services, so Christians today 

glorify God in the Temple of their bodies, as they serve Him every day.  However, there is yet 

another kind of Temple today.  Whenever Christians that have been baptised into the 

membership of a local church attend their local church (whether the meeting be held in a 

building, or in the open air), they are worshiping God in a spiritual Temple.  That spiritual 

“Temple” is the church itself!  When I say “church,” I’m not talking about a building where 

we meet: I’m talking about the “body of Christ” that meets in the building.  I’m talking about 

the ecclesia—the local, New Testament assembly.  I’m talking about the local, visible 

congregation of God’s people.  I’m talking about the local body of saved and biblically 

baptised believers, who have voluntarily joined together in membership, for the purpose of 

serving Christ, and carrying out His Great Commission. 

 

Read Ephesians 2:19-22.   

 

As Paul wrote these words, he was speaking to a particular assembly—the church of Ephesus.  

The church of Ephesus was a “Temple”—a habitation for the Holy Ghost.  This church—

Redemption Baptist Church—is also a Temple for the Holy Ghost.  The members of this 

church are the building blocks of this spiritual Temple; and Christ is our Chief Corner Stone. 

 

So, let’s review.  We’ve seen that we Christians worship at a new altar—the cross of Christ.  

We’ve seen that the “Temple” in which we serve is a spiritual one, not a physical one.  The 

Temple in which a Christian should be serving God is the temple of his own body, as well as 

the Temple of the local church, which is Christ’s body.  This leaves just one more important 

question: What are the sacrifices that the Christian priest offers?  If we be not offering 

animals, as the Old Testament priests did, then what are we offering to God?  We will answer 

that question in a moment; but first, let’s look at one more important verse in 1 Peter 2. 

 

Read 1 Peter 2:9.   

 

In the Old Testament, the entire nation of Israel was considered a “kingdom of priests.”  This 

certainly doesn’t mean that every individual Hebrew was saved.  Many were not truly saved.  

Yet, as a nation, they were called God’s people; and God raised them up, as a nation, for the 

purpose of serving Him, and lifting up His name before all the other nations of the earth.   
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With this in mind, let’s compare the Old Testament “kingdom of priests” to the New 

Testament “kingdom of priests.”  Today, in this New Testament age, every true believer in 

Jesus Christ is called a “priest.”  Among Christians, there is no elite class of “priests”: rather, 

every true believer is a priest before God, with the same privileges and responsibilities. 

So, now that we have seen who the “priesthood” of the New Testament age is, let’s look at the 

sacrifices that the New Testament priest offers. 

 

Read 1 Peter 2:5. 

 

According to Peter, Christians who serve God within the “spiritual house” of the local church 

are offering up “spiritual sacrifices” to God.  So, then, what are these “spiritual sacrifices”?  

Paul names three of them. 

 

First, Paul says that Christians should be offering up “the sacrifice of praise to God…giving 

thanks to his name.”  (Read verse 15 again.)  To us Gentile believers, this verse is easy 

enough to understand; but to Paul’s Jewish audience, this verse has even deeper meaning.  

You see, Paul is hearkening back to a particular kind of offering that the Jews offered in Old 

Testament times.  He’s talking about the Peace Offering.  The Peace Offering was a 

prophetic picture of the peace that has been obtained between God and sinners, because of the 

sacrifice of Christ on the cross.  In the Peace offering, a bull, a lamb, or a goat could be 

offered as a sacrifice.  The person who brought the sacrifice would eat a portion of the 

sacrifice; the priest would eat a portion of the sacrifice (the breast, and the right shoulder of 

the animal); and the LORD Himself would “eat” a portion of the sacrifice.  (The kidney, 

liver, caul, rump, and fat of the animal were placed upon the altar of sacrifice; and this was 

called Jehovah’s “food.”)  All this is a beautiful picture of the fellowship between God the 

Father, God the Son, and the sinner.  Our sin has separated us from God the Father; but Jesus 

Christ (as pictured by the priest) is our “Peace”—the one who has reconciled us to the Father.  

Because of Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross, the Father, the Son, and the sinner can “eat” and 

fellowship together.  The Apostle John put it this way: “That which we have seen and heard 

declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is 

with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.”     
 

Now, the animal was not the only part of the Peace Offering.  There were, in fact, three 

different kinds of peace offerings.  There was the “Thanksgiving” Peace Offering; the 

“Voluntary” Peace Offering; and “Vow” Peace Offering.  Of these three different kinds, it is 

the “Thanksgiving” Peace Offering that Paul is referring to here in Hebrews 13:15.  The 

Thanksgiving Peace Offering consisted not only of the sacrifice of an animal, but also of the 

offering of leavened and unleavened cakes of bread.  The thanksgiving peace offering could 

be offered up at any time, when the believer wanted to praise the Lord for His goodness!  The 

bread part of the offering was the “fruit” of the earth; and by offering the bread, the 

worshipper showed His thankfulness to God for His provision. 

 

Are you seeing the spiritual picture in all this?  Just as the Thanksgiving Peace offering could 

be offered up to God on any occasion, so Christians can offer the “fruit” of heart-felt thanks 

and praise to God at all times (“continually,” as Paul said in verse 15).  In Colossians 3 Paul 

said, “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing 

one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to 
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the Lord.  And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks to God and the Father by him.” 

 

A Christian’s lips should produce words of praise and thanksgiving to God day and night—

whether in singing; in private or public prayer; in teaching one’s family the ways of God; or in 

testifying to lost people about what Christ has done for him.  Actually, God expected no less 

of the believers in the Old Testament.  Though they offered up physical sacrifices of animals, 

and of fruits of the ground, which were symbols of praise, God expected their lips to produce 

actual praise to His name, as well. 

 

Read Hosea 14:2.   

 

What did the LORD mean when He commanded Israel to offer Him the “calves” of their 

“lips”?  He was saying that offering calves upon the altar wasn’t enough: He wanted their lips 

to praise Him.  He wanted their words of praise to be like sacrifices of calves.  So, what does 

this mean for us?  It means that whenever we praise God with our lips, our words of praise are 

like a sweet-smelling sacrifice to God.  Too many Christians think of “Sunday Worship Hour” 

as the time of the week when they go to worship God.  Now, make no mistake about it: we 

should be there for Sunday Worship Hour, and Sunday School hour, and Sunday evening, and 

Wednesday evening, and every other time when the church assembles together.  However, our 

praises shouldn’t be limited to the 4 ½ or 5 hours a week when we are at church.  We should 

be offering up praises to God continually.  When a Christian uses his lips for 167 hours of the 

week to gossip, or to lie, or to curse, or to say rude, cruel, and insulting things to people, or to 

sing the filthy songs of the world, or to use crude language, or to talk about off-colour 

subjects, but then goes to church on Sunday to praise the Lord for one hour, something is 

desperately wrong!  God is not pleased with this.  Our words mean nothing if they do not 

proceed from a heart that is sprinkled from an evil conscience, and that is filled with the word 

of God.  James 3:10-11 says, “Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. My 

brethren, these things ought not so to be.  Doth a fountain send forth at the same place 

sweet water and bitter?”  The obvious answer to this question is: “No, a fountain cannot 

produce both sweet and bitter!”  It’s simply a matter of which fountain you are allowing to 

flow—the “fountain” of the old sinful nature, or the “fountain” of the new nature, which is 

created in righteousness.  If you’ve been allowing the old fleshly “fountain” to flow, you need 

to confess your sin to God, and ask Him to help you block up that old bitter fountain, and open 

up the new fountain.  Hebrews 10:22 says, “Let us draw near with a true heart in full 

assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience.”  In Psalm 119:11 

David said, “Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.” 

 

Read Matthew 12:33-35.   

 

In this passage, Jesus was speaking to the Pharisees, who did not know the Lord at all.  They 

rejected Jesus as their Messiah; and they were in spiritual darkness.  Yet, the principle of 

Jesus’ statement remains the same, even for believers.  The principle is that our heart will 

produce what we treasure up in it!  You see, “the fruit of the lips” doesn’t really come from 

the lips: it ultimately comes from the heart.  An unsaved hypocrite can produce pretentious 

words of praise to God, from an evil heart; but a Christian, when he is treasuring God’s Word 

in his heart, and is walking in the Spirit, can produce true words of praise to God.  The words 

of praise proceed forth from the “good treasure” of his heart, and come out through his lips. 
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Now, words of praise are not the only kind of Thanksgiving Offering that Christians are to 

offer.  Remember what Paul said in Colossians 3:17?  He said, “And whatsoever ye do in 

word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by 

him.”  A Christian who is filled with the Spirit will produce not only words of praise, but also 

actions of obedience.  What are these actions?  Paul answers that question in Hebrews 13:16.  

Let’s read it again.  (Read Hebrews 13:16). 

 

In this verse, we find the second spiritual sacrifice that we should be offering to God: the 

sacrifice of “doing good.”  “Doing good” includes everything that God has commanded us to 

do.  Jesus said, “If ye love me, keep my commandments.”   

 

Now, an unsaved man can outwardly refrain from evil things, if he so will: however, but he 

cannot obey God’s commandments out of a true heart of love for God.  But a Christian can!  

Christians have been given a new heart—a new nature.  When we allow the Spirit to control 

us, we are empowered to obey God not mechanically, nor grudgingly, nor “because we have to 

do it,” but because we love the Lord! 

 

Christian, every time you obey God’s commands out of a heart of love for Him, you are 

praising the Lord.  Praise isn’t just on Sunday: it is 24-7.  Every time you cast down 

“imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God” (in 

other words, whenever you allow the Holy Spirit to cast out ungodly thoughts from your 

mind), you are praising the Lord.  Every time you pick up your Bible and read it—not because 

you have to do so, but because you truly hunger for God’s Word—you are praising the Lord.  

Every time you humble yourself, confess your sin, and enter into sweet communion with the 

Lord, you are praising Him.  Every time you go to church on Sunday morning, Sunday 

evening, or Wednesday evening, and you do so because you love God, and want to learn His 

Word and fellowship with His people, you are praising the Lord.  Every time you give to the 

Lord, not grudgingly, nor of necessity, but cheerfully, you are praising the Lord.   

 

Now, the third kind of spiritual sacrifice that Paul mentions is sharing your goods with 

others.  (Read Hebrews 13:16 again.)  The word “communicate” here in verse 16 simply 

means “to share with others,” or “to give to others.”  This spiritual sacrifice can be performed 

in several ways.  The most obvious way to communicate is to give to those in need—and 

especially to your brethren in Christ who are in need.  First John 3:17-18 says, “But whoso 

hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of 

compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?  My little children, let us not 

love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth.”  Do you want to praise the Lord, 

Christian?  Then look for someone with a need, whom you can help.   

 

Another way we can “communicate” is to share our goods with missionaries—that is, to send 

them financial and material support, so that they can give themselves full-time to the Gospel 

work.  The Apostle Paul received such sacrificial gifts from the church of Philippi. 

 

Read Philippians 4:10-19. 

 

Yet another way to “communicate” is to share our testimony with others.  With the unsaved, 

Christians should share their testimony of salvation.  This is what Jesus was talking about 
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when He gave His last command to the disciples: “And ye shall be witnesses unto me.”  

Christian, every time you witness to a lost person of what Christ has done for you, and of what 

He can do for them, you are praising the Lord.  You are “communicating” to them the Gospel 

of peace, which is able to save their souls.  Are you sharing this most precious and priceless 

gift with others?  Are you offering up this spiritual sacrifice? 

Sharing our testimony also includes sharing with other believers what the Lord has done for 

you.  Every trial that God allows into your life, He allows, at least in part, so that you can 

encourage other believers when they go through similar trials. 

 

Read 2 Corinthians 1:1-7. 

 

The priests who served in the Old Testament Temple served in courses.  Each priest served in 

the Temple for two weeks out of the year—except on large feast days, when it was “all hands 

on deck” for all the priests.  However, as Christians, we are priests in God’s Temple day and 

night.  We are to be continually offering up spiritual offerings of praise.  We should be 

offering the fruit of our lips; the offering of doing good (obeying God’s commands out of a 

heart of love); and the offering of sharing of material and spiritual wealth with others.  Are 

you following these instructions for priests, Christian? 

 

II. Instructions concerning obedience (v. 17) 

 

(Read Hebrews 13:17.)  Perhaps, in the course of this message, you have been wondering: “If 

all Christians are priests before God, then what is the Pastor of the local church?  What are 

you, Pastor Finley?  Are you something more than a regular priest?”  I assure you that I am a 

fellow priest in the household of God.  I do not have any more divine power at my disposal 

than other believers have.  I have the same Holy Spirit within me, and the same Scriptures.  I 

have the same right that any other priest has—the right to go straight into the throne room of 

God in prayer, and receive forgiveness, cleansing, grace, and empowerment to serve Him.  Do 

not think, for one moment, that I am your “High Priest.”  Only Jesus Christ is the High Priest 

of our profession.  We who know Christ as Saviour all bow our knees in submission to Him. 

 

Who am I, then?  Well, I am a “pastor.”  I have been put in a position of “feeder.”  I am to 

feed the flock of God with the Word of God.  My job is to look out for the spiritual well-being 

of God’s flock, and to protect them from grievous wolves.  According to 1 Peter 5:3, I am not 

to be a “lord” over God’s inheritance.  I am not to rule as a tyrant.  I myself am subject to the 

Word of God.  In fact, if a pastor begin to teach a false Gospel, or any other dangerous and 

unbiblical heresy, it is the duty of every “believer-priest” to reject that man and his false 

doctrine!  Paul himself said, “Be ye therefore followers of me, as I also am of Christ.”  In 

other words, the flock is to follow the pastor only if he be following Christ.  If he teach false 

doctrines that deny Christ’s Person or work, he is not to be followed.  In Galatians 1:8, the 

Apostle Paul himself said, “But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other 

gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.” 

 

So, if the pastor be a fellow priest, then what is a church member’s proper relationship toward 

his pastor?  Paul says that God’s people are to “obey” their pastor and “submit” to him.   

 

“Obedience” does not mean regarding the pastor as infallible.  (Believe me, I am not 

infallible!)  “Obedience” means deferring to the pastor’s direction.  Any kind of human 
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organisation needs human leadership, or else there would be chaos.  That is why God has put 

pastors in the position of leading and guiding the church, as they endeavour to carry out His 

commands.  “Submission” is needed on the part of the flock, as well.  “Submission” means 

yielding to the pastor, even if you don’t understand every decision he makes, or everything he 

is challenging you with from God’s Word.  This means that even if you’re not completely 

satisfied with the outcome of a church vote, and even if you think that the pastor’s sermon 

could be a little shorter, or more exciting, you still respectfully submit to him.  As long as the 

Pastor is not preaching heresy, and is not committing a sin that would disqualify him from the 

ministry, church members should submit to his authority, with a Christ-like attitude. 

 

I can say, from personal experience, that being in the position of pastor is a very sobering 

thing.  Being a pastor isn’t “just a job.”  It is a calling.  I will have to give account to Almighty 

God some day for how faithfully I fed and guarded His flock.  By the way, the Greek verb for 

“watch” has the idea of being a watchman in the night.  It means to have a “watch,” or a 

quarter of the night, during which you must stay awake, and be on guard against robbers or 

marauders.  Do I ever lose sleep over the souls who are under my watch?  Yes.  I have lost 

sleep many, many times.  Many times I have prayed in the middle of the night for someone 

who thinks he (or she) is saved, but who I know is not.  Many a time I have awakened in the 

middle of the night and prayed for a believer who is a too close to the world, or who is 

entertaining false doctrines or worldly ideas.  Danger is afoot everywhere.  As a believer-

priest, I have been given the particular duty of being an “overseer” of men’s souls. 

 

How about it, Christian?  Are you submitting to your pastor, and listening to the counsel that 

he gives you from the Bible?  If the pastor have given godly counsel and warning, and you 

have not heeded it, not only will it be grievous for the pastor at the judgment seat, when he 

sees you losing rewards: it will be unprofitable for you.  There will be loss of reward for 

believers who ignore God’s instructions; and the loss will be greater if a godly pastor 

specifically pointed out the truth, and it was not heeded.  Are you following the instructions of 

your High Priest, Jesus Christ, in regard to obedience and submission to your pastor? 

 

Conclusion:  The priesthood of believers is a biblical doctrine that no Christian can afford to ignore.  

Some of you who are saved have come from Catholic backgrounds, in which men who called themselves 

“priests” played God, and lorded it over you.  You were not to think: you were simply to obey them, 

without question.  As for reading the Bible on your own—that was a “no-no.”  You just “did your duty to 

God” by going to mass, and saying your rote prayers, and paying your tithes and indulgences; and you 

called it a day.  However, as we have seen this morning, God’s Word teaches something completely 

different about the priesthood.  If you are saved, you are a priest!  You have the privilege of direct 

access to God through your High Priest, the Lord Jesus Christ.  However, with that great privilege also 

comes great responsibility.  You are to be serving Him instantly day and night, in your body and in your 

spirit (as well as at church).  Are you offering up spiritual sacrifices of praise every day of the week?  Are 

you praising Him with your words, your deeds, and your giving to others?   

 

Perhaps you are not really saved.  Perhaps you have been trusting that your good works will get you into 

Heaven.  If you are trusting in your own good works, you are lost, and need to place your trust in Jesus 

alone.  John said in John 1:12, “But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the 

sons of God, even to them that believe on his name.”  Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life; 

no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”  To become a member of God’s family (and a priest before 
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God), you must acknowledge your sinfulness; admit that you cannot save yourself by any goodness of 

your own; and ask Jesus to save you!  If you will believe on Jesus, He will save you for time and eternity! 

 


