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The following sermon was preached at Redemption Baptist Church on Sunday, 21 August 2022.  We 

encourage you to look up the Scriptures that are referenced, and see the context for yourself.  May the 

Lord speak to your heart as you study His Word.  

 

The New Altar 

Hebrews 13:9-14 

 

In 2001, the Pontifical Biblical Commission, with the sanction of the Vatican, released to the Roman 

Catholic world a volume entitled The Jewish People and Their Sacred Scriptures in the Christian Bible.  

The preface of this book was written by Cardinal Ratzinger (who later became Pope Benedict XVI).  

Now, I would like you to get an ear-full of what the Pontifical “Biblical” Commission, with the sanction 

of the Pope, had to say about Jesus Christ.   

First, the commission said, “Jewish Messianic expectation is not in vain.”  In other words, the Jews’ 

rejection of Jesus as their Messiah, and their expectation of someone else to be their Messiah, is O.K.!  

Lest you find it hard to believe that this is what the Vatican really meant, listen to this one.  The 

commission also declared, “Judaism...excludes faith in Jesus Christ as Messiah and Son of 

God...Christians can and ought to admit that the Jewish reading of the Bible is a possible one...”  In other 

words, one does not have to believe that Jesus is the Messiah and the Son of God to be saved! 

I wish I could say that this is the only instance of such statements; but it is not.  After Cardinal Ratzinger 

became Pope Benedict XVI, he personally wrote a book entitled God and the World; and in this book, he 

makes these statements about Jesus Christ: 

“It is, of course, possible to read the Old Testament so that it is not directed toward Christ.  It does not 

unequivocally point toward Christ.  And if Jews cannot see the promises as being fulfilled in him, [it] 

is....genuinely because of the obscurity of the texts.” 

“There are perfectly good reasons, then, for denying that the Old Testament refers to Christ, and for saying, 

‘No, this is not what he said.’”   

“Though the Jews say ‘No’ to Christ....they are not excluded from salvation.” 

Folks, this is beyond apostasy.  This is “the spirit of antichrist.”  John wrote in 1 John 4:3, “Every spirit 

that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is the spirit of 

antichrist, whereof ye have heard that is should come.”  In 1 John 2:22, John wrote, “Who is a liar but 

he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ?  He is an antichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son.”  Am 

I saying the Pope is an antichrist?  Yes.  Am I saying that the Catholic Church is an antichrist system?  

Yes.  It has been apostate for at least 1,700 years; and now it is saying that it is O.K. to deny that Jesus is 

the Son of God.  Those in the Catholic Church who hear the simple Gospel of Jesus Christ, and who place 

their faith in Christ alone, are obligated to leave the Roman Catholic system.  They must “Go outside the 

camp” of the Catholic system and worship at the true altar—the cross of Christ alone! 

Of course, this is not a new situation.  Christians throughout the ages have had to make the choice to 

leave false, apostate systems of worship, and to stand for Christ.  Such was the case with the Jewish 

believers to whom Paul wrote the letter to the Hebrews.  As we move on in our study of Hebrews 13 this 
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morning, we shall see that Christians are obligated by their Saviour to worship at the new “altar.”  The 

title of this message is The New Altar. 

Read Hebrews 13:9-14. 

There are two basic admonitions that Paul is giving us in this passage.  First, Paul admonishes us to... 

I. Establish your heart with grace (v. 9). 

 

At the beginning of verse 9, Paul says, “Be not carried about with divers and strange 

doctrines.”  For this reason, I had thought of calling this point, “Avoid strange doctrines.”  

However, I decided, instead, to name this point, “Establish your heart with grace.”  The reason 

I chose this title is simple: If your heart be established with grace (in other words, if you 

have made the grace of Jesus Christ the foundation of your life), then you will avoid strange 

doctrines.  Christians who keep their focus on Who Jesus is, and on what He did for us on the 

cross, will not be carried about with strange doctrines. 

 

Now, why is this so?  Because strange doctrines and the grace of Christ are mortal 

enemies!  A Christian cannot be established in grace, and be easily carried away with winds of 

false doctrine at the same time.  If your heart be established in grace, you will shun strange 

doctrines.  If your heart be not well-established in grace, you will be carried away with false 

doctrines.  False doctrines grow like weeds in the churches; and as they take over a church, the 

teaching of the grace of Christ—and, in time, the Gospel itself—are overrun, and choked to 

death. 

 

What kinds of “divers and strange doctrines” were endangering the churches of Paul’s day?  

Well, the strange doctrines were many, and varied.  (That is what “divers” means.)  However, 

Paul makes particular mention of one class of strange doctrines that was affecting many of the 

churches: the doctrine that Christians must abstain from certain kinds of meats. 

 

Now, in Leviticus 11, God Himself had commanded the children of Israel to eat certain types 

of meats, and not to eat certain types of meats.  The meats that they were to eat were called 

“clean,” and the meats they were not to eat were called “unclean.”  Clean meats were animals 

such as sheep, goats, bulls, locusts, grasshoppers, pigeons, turtledoves, and fish with scales 

and fins.  Nearly every other kind of meat was “unclean”; and the children of Israel were 

forbidden to eat those meats. 

 

What was the point of these laws?  Well, we know that there was nothing intrinsically evil 

about the unclean animals, because after Christ’s resurrection, God completely lifted the Old 

Testament dietary restrictions, in one grand stroke! 

 

Read Acts 10:9-16, 28-35, 44-48. 

 

Clearly, Peter understood the purpose of the dietary restrictions that God had given to Israel.  

Peter knew that the purpose of the kosher diet was to remind Israel of their need to separate 

themselves from the heathen peoples around them.  Israel’s strict diet was a living illustration 

of the fact that they were to be a holy and separated people.  Why this separation?  Was it 

because God hated the Gentiles?  No!  God loved the Gentiles; and He intended Israel to be a 

light to the Gentiles.  God actually invited the Gentiles to come to Israel, so that they might 
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learn about Israel’s God, and believe on Him, and be saved.  Nevertheless, God commanded 

Israel to keep a strict line of separation between themselves and the Gentiles, because He did 

not want them to learn their ways.  The Gentile world was filled with unspeakable wickedness.  

Every kind of sexual deviancy imaginable (including pedophilia) was practiced in the temples, 

as part of their very worship; and human sacrifice of both infants and adults was practiced on a 

grand scale.  God did not want the children of Israel to mix with them, and thus learn their evil 

practices.  The command not to eat “unclean” meat was a constant reminder that God’s people 

were to separate themselves from pagan worship. 

 

However, after the death and resurrection of Christ, that giant illustration had served its 

purpose.  God had now established the church as the institution through which He would 

move and work; and the wall between Jew and Gentile was broken down.  In Ephesians 2, 

Paul says that God had created out of Jew and Gentile “one new man”—a new body, which is 

the local church.  Almost all the old ceremonial laws of the Old Testament (including the 

dietary laws) were soon done away with, at the express command of God. 

 

Yet, many of the Jewish Christians weren’t satisfied with God’s clear pronouncements.  They 

wanted to dig up the Old Testament ceremonial laws again, and enforce them upon believers 

(including the Gentiles).  There was great danger in this, because they soon began to judge 

how spiritual a person was by how closely he followed the old ceremonial laws.  Paul and the 

other Apostles were constantly having to deal with this problem in the churches.  On one 

occasion, even Peter and Barnabas were pressured into separating themselves from their 

Gentile brethren; and Paul had to call them out on it, publicly!  Paul wasn’t trying to be 

“judgmental” or “divisive”; he was simply trying to preserve the truth of the Gospel.  He knew 

that if he stood silently by and allowed Jewish and Gentile brethren to be separated from each 

other, it could negatively impact the Gospel for many generations to come! 

 

Read Romans 14:1-6, 14-21.   

 

Read Colossians 2:16-17.   

 

Read Galatians 2:11-16. 

 

Time and time again, the Apostles had to remind their Jewish brethren that “Meat is a carnal 

thing.  Eating meat, or not eating meat, does not make you in right fellowship with God.”  

Christians were judging their brethren’s spirituality by whether they ate meat, or didn’t eat 

meat; and it was causing much harm within the churches.  However, there was an even worse 

danger afoot.  As Christians began to regard the keeping of the ceremonial laws as a measure 

of spirituality, they also began to listen to the false teachers who told them, “Not only do you 

need to keep the ceremonial laws in order to be ‘spiritual’: you need to keep them to be 

saved.”  This was the point at which the true Gospel of the grace of God was completely 

negated, and was replaced with a false Gospel of “Christ plus works.” 

 

Read Acts 15:1-2, 7-11. 

 

When Paul and Barnabas heard that a false gospel of “Christ plus works” was being taught in 

some factions of the church in Jerusalem, they high-tailed it down to Jerusalem to get it 
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straightened out.  Paul knew that this false gospel had to be “nipped in the bud,” immediately.  

This false gospel of “Christ plus works” was also what prompted Paul to write his letter to the 

churches of Galatia.  Many of the Galatians had been led to Christ by Paul himself, years 

earlier; yet, since Paul’s departure, they had accepted a false gospel of “Christ plus 

circumcision.”  Undoubtedly, the churches of Galatia didn’t accept this works-based gospel all 

at once.  It was probably a process.  Genuine spirituality (a real love of Christ, faith in Christ, 

and fellowship with Christ) was slowly replaced with a list of things that they must do in order 

to be “spiritual”; and in time, they began to listen to those who told them that salvation itself is 

through faith in Christ plus the performance Old Testament laws.   

 

This is why Paul warned the Hebrew believers not to establish their hearts with meats, but 

with the grace of God.  Eating certain meats, or not eating certain meats, had no spiritual value 

whatsoever.  This is what he meant when he urged them to establish their hearts with “grace,” 

and “not with meats, which have not profited them that have been occupied therein.”  By the 

way, this is why the Catholic practice of Lent, and not eating meat on Friday, is nothing but 

nonsense.  It has no spiritual value at all!  It merely makes one feel that he is being holy. 

 

Read 1 Corinthians 8:8. 

 

Now, some of you may still be wondering, “Why did God institute the kosher diet if it had no 

spiritual value?”  Again, the answer is simple: the kosher diet was a teaching tool.  It was a 

constant illustration and reminder to Israel of their need to be holy and separate from the 

heathen.  However, the practice of eating clean meat never saved anyone; nor could it make a 

saved person more “spiritual.”  An Israelite could follow the ceremonial laws as best he knew 

how, yet still end up in hell, if he were trusting in his good works, instead of trusting in the 

grace of God, and in the promise of the coming Messiah.  Even genuine believers in Old 

Testament times could mechanically obey the ceremonial laws, yet not have a real, vital 

fellowship with the Lord, if they replaced a real walk of faith with the outward performance of 

the Law.  For at least nine or ten months, King David outwardly kept the kosher diet, and all 

the sacrifices of the Temple; yet, his heart was very far from God.  It wasn’t until he repented 

of his sin with Bathsheba that he was restored to a true walk with the Lord.  After David got 

right with God again, he told the Lord, “For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I give it: 

thou delightest not in burnt-offering.  The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken 

and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise” (Psalm 51:16-17).   

 

Outward keeping of regulations—even regulations that are ordained by God—can never be a 

substitute for a genuine walk with God!  Tragically, though, many Christians today make that 

substitution.  They are easily carried away into strange doctrines, because they do not have a 

real, vital walk with the Lord—a walk that is firmly established in the grace of God.   

 

For instance, instead of trusting that they are complete in Christ because of His grace, many 

Christians today try to practice spiritual gifts that have been done away with—gifts such as 

speaking in tongues and working of miracles; and they do this in order to feel “spiritual.”  In 1 

Corinthians 13, Paul prophesied that there was coming a day when tongues would cease, and 

when special revelations would vanish away; and he identified that future day as the day when 

“that which is perfect is come.”  “That which is perfect” is the Word of God—the Canon of 

Scripture.  Since the Canon of Scripture was closed at the end of the first century, speaking in 
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tongues, receiving of new revelations, and other sign gifts such as the gift of healing, have 

passed away.  Yet, many Christians today try to practice these sign gifts that have vanished 

away; and they make these “gifts” into a mark of spirituality—or even of salvation.  They say, 

“You don’t speak in tongues?  Then you aren’t a good Christian.  In fact, you probably aren’t 

a Christian!”  My friends, this is a perfect example of a “strange doctrine”—one that is 

“foreign” to the doctrine of grace. 

 

I don’t mean to single out the issue of tongues, by the way.  Anything that you substitute for 

the grace of God constitutes a “strange” doctrine—one that goes against the teaching of grace.  

It can even be a legitimate thing, which is made into a substitute for genuine spirituality.  For 

example, it is easy to replace outward standards of dress for a real walk with God.  By the 

way, I am very much for high standards of dress!  God’s Word has much to say about the way 

we dress; and we need to heed it.  We should keep a sharp distinction between men’s dress and 

women’s dress; and we should cover up, and dress modestly.  We should keep the clothing 

loose, and the necklines high, and the skirt hems low, so that sensual desires are not stirred up.  

However, a high standard of dress, by itself, does not make a person right with the Lord, or 

even saved.  Good music standards, and good dress standards, crucial though they are, can 

never be a substitute for a real walk with God.  You can be heavily involved in the ministries 

of the church, yet make those activities a substitute for a real fellowship with the Lord.  If you 

are doing these things in order to “be spiritual,” you have missed the point of the Christian 

walk.  God wants your heart, not just your outward actions.  God wants His people to wake up 

every morning, rejoicing not in “all the spiritual gifts that I have” or in “all the spiritual things 

that I do,” but in the fact that “Jesus has saved me by His grace; and because I am saved, I am 

complete in Him.  Therefore, I will love Him with all my heart, and will feast on His Word, 

and will serve Him with all my might, out of a heart of love and thankfulness to Him.” 

 

Paul urges Christins to establish their hearts with grace.  He also admonishes Christians to.... 

 

II. Worship at the new altar (vv. 10-14). 

 

(Read verses 10-14.)  What is Paul talking about, here?  Well, in verses 10 and 11, Paul is 

talking about a particular kind of animal sacrifice that was offered by the Israelites in the Old 

Testament.  He is talking specifically about the sin offering.  Of the five different kinds of 

sacrifices that God commanded the children of Israel to perform, the sin offering differed 

significantly from the four other types of offerings--and in two major ways.   

 

First, the blood of the sin offering was taken into the inner sanctuary of the Temple, and was 

applied to the horns of the altar of incense.  In all the other types of animal sacrifices, the 

blood was applied to horns of the altar of sacrifice, in the outer Temple court.  Paul makes 

mention of this fact in verse 11.  Let’s read it again.  (Read verse 11.) 

 

Now, there was one other way that the sin offering was different from the other sacrifices.  In 

the four other types of offerings, the animals were burned on the altar of sacrifice, inside the 

Temple courtyard; but with the sin offering, the body of the animal was taken outside the 

Temple precincts altogether, and outside the camp, and was burned on an altar in a solitary 

place, by itself.  The kidneys, the fat, and the membrane above the liver were cut out of the 
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body of the animal, and were burned on the altar of sacrifice, inside the Temple courtyard; but 

the rest of the body was burned on an altar outside the camp. 

 

Read Leviticus 4:1-12. 

 

What does all this mean?  Why, in the sin offering, was the body of the animal taken outside 

the Temple to be burned?  Why was it not offered on the altar of sacrifice, inside the Temple 

courtyard, just as was done with the other four kinds of offerings?  The answer is simple: God 

was giving Israel a prophetic illustration.  He was showing them that when Jesus Christ, the 

true Sacrifice, would be offered up for our sin, it would not happen inside the Temple, but 

rather outside the Temple, and outside the “camp.”  Jesus was crucified on the cross, outside 

the Temple precincts, and outside the city of Jerusalem, on a hill called Golgotha.  Paul points 

this out in verse 12.  Let’s read that verse again.  (Read verse 12 again.)   

 

Now, is there anything else that is illustrated by the removal of the sin offering to an altar 

outside the camp?  Yes, there is.  It also illustrates the fact that once the true sacrifice for our 

sin would be made, it would become necessary for believers to leave the empty shell of the 

Old Testament sacrificial system, and the Temple ceremonies, and worship at the new altar—

the true altar—which is the cross of Christ! 

 

Simply put, Paul was telling His Jewish brothers and sisters in Christ that it was time to leave 

the worship in the Jewish synagogue, and in the Temple.  For decades, Jewish Christians had 

worshipped the Lord in both the church and the synagogue, and in the Temple, as well; but 

that time was drawing to a close.  It was time to leave the system of Judaism, because it had 

served its purpose of pointing to Jesus as the Messiah and Saviour of the world.  Yet, even this 

was not the full reason why they needed to leave.  The most important reason why they needed 

to leave the Judaic religious worship was that those Jews who still were worshipping in the 

synagogue, and still practicing the Judaic religion, were rejecting Christ!  The leaders of the 

synagogues were rejecting Christ.  To try to worship together with them, when they refused 

to let anyone in the synagogue acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah, was to deny Christ.  To 

worship together with people who denied Christ, all the time acting as though there were 

nothing wrong, was just as grievous to God as Peter’s oath, “I know not the man.” 

 

As Christians, we must leave, and have no fellowship with, any system of worship that denies 

the cross of Jesus Christ.  That means that we cannot worship in a synagogue (at least, not 

in one where Jesus is rejected as the Messiah).  We love and pray for the Jews, because they 

are God’s Covenant people.  God still loves them, and desires for them to be saved.  However, 

we cannot worship with them, because they deny the true Messiah.  We also cannot worship 

in the Catholic Mass.  Centuries before Pope Benedict published his book God and the 

World, the Catholic Church was denying the cross.  The Catholic Church speaks much of the 

cross of Christ: but it denies that what Jesus did on the cross is all that we need to get to 

Heaven.  The priests teach that you must perform the rituals of the Catholic Church, and live a 

life of good works, in order to earn your way to Heaven.  To teach these things is to deny that 

Jesus’ work on the cross is really all-sufficient for salvation.  We cannot join in such worship.  

For the same reason, we cannot worship in a Mormon ward, or in a Jehovah’s Witness 

Kingdom Hall, or in a Seventh-Day Adventist church, or even a “Baptist” church where the 
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true Gospel is denied.  God says of every false religious system, “Come out of her, my people, 

that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.” 

 

No matter what religious heritage you may have, you must abandon it if it deny the cross of 

Christ, or the full salvation that Christ purchased on the cross.  I don’t care if it be a 

Charismatic church that teaches that you can lose your salvation by not maintaining good 

works.  (This is salvation by works, no matter how you try to characterise it.)  I don’t care if it 

be a Baptist church that has stopped preaching the true Gospel, and has reverted to teaching a 

works salvation, or that denies the divine inspiration of Scripture, and the virgin birth of 

Christ, or that teaches a “social gospel” of Marxism, globalism, abortion, and LGBTQ rights.  

A name means absolutely nothing if the church be apostate; and many “Baptist” churches have 

slipped into utter apostasy!  To teach that salvation is by our own human effort is to deny the 

cross of Christ. 

 

This is not a popular message, folks.  This is why Paul says that as we go forth out of the camp 

(in other words, as we abandon the old religious systems we once belonged to, which deny the 

cross of Christ), we must “bear his reproach.”  (Read verse 13 again.)  As Christians, we 

may expect to be ostracised, shunned, mocked, or even outright persecuted, for our belief that 

Jesus is the one and only true Messiah, the Son of God, and the only Way to the Father.  We 

may expect to be treated as though we were evildoers.   

 

I remember, several years ago, when some Christian friends of ours told us about their 

neighbours, who, after four years of living beside them, had only just begun to allow their 

little girl to speak to their children.  Even then, their neighbours would come only to the end of 

their driveway, but not a step further!  Even though their neighbour’s 5-year-old little girl used 

foul language, and used God’s name in vain, her parents still seemed think that something 

“bad” might happen to her if she spoke too much with those “born-again” neighbour kids, who 

never used foul language, and who talked about Jesus all the time.   

 

It’s “not fair” that it should be that way, you say?  Well, get used to it, Christian.  Jesus told 

His disciples, “If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not 

of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you” (John 

15:19).  The treatment that we must often face in the world would be depressing, were it not 

for another promise that Jesus gave to His disciples.  Jesus promised, “Let not your hearts be 

troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.  In my Father's house are many mansions: if 

it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and 

prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, 

there ye may be also” (John 14:1-3).  Paul reminds us of this truth in Hebrews 13:14 when 

he says, “For we have here (in other words, “in this world”) no continuing city, but we seek 

one to come.”  

 

When this life is over, all that will matter is whether you have come to Christ for salvation.  

The only other thing that will matter is whether, after salvation, you served the Lord with all 

your heart, and endeavoured to bring others to Him.  If you have already “gone without the 

camp” to place your faith in Christ, then take heart!  When life’s long day is done, you will 

meet your Saviour in the city of gold! 
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Conclusion: There is a far better world coming, Christian.  This life is but a vapour.  Don’t get caught up 

with the tribulations of this life.  Don’t worry about the reproach that you must suffer for Jesus’ name.  

Worship at the true altar, the cross of Christ: and don’t be one bit ashamed!  Establish your heart with 

grace; and do not be carried away with strange doctrines, which undermine the grace of Christ.   

 

If you don’t know Christ as your Saviour, I urge you to come to Jesus today.  Don’t be afraid of what 

others will think of you.  Leave whatever false religious system that you must leave, and come to the 

cross of Christ.  Repent of your sin, and believe that what Jesus did for you on the cross is all you need! 

 


