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The following sermon was preached at Redemption Baptist Church on Sunday, 5 December 2021.  We
encourage you to look up the Scriptures that are referenced, and see the context for yourself.  May the
Lord speak to your heart as you study His Word. 

The Anointed King

Psalm 45:1-8

When I was growing up, my family had a tradition that we observed every Thanksgiving Day.  After we 
had given thanks to God, and had prepared our dinner, and had eaten our turkey and mashed potatoes, and
had taken a snooze by the fireplace, and had played some games, and had eaten some more pumpkin pie, 
we would gather around the piano and sing some Thanksgiving hymns.  But then, to finish off the day on 
an extra joyful note, we would sing Christmas carols.  My family loved Christmas, and could hardly wait 
to start singing songs about Christ’s birth!

After my wife and I were married, we carried on the tradition of singing Christmas carols at the end of 
Thanksgiving Day in our own family; and we carried it with us to Ireland, and introduced it to our 
Christian friends here.  On one of the first Thanksgivings after we’d moved to Ireland, my family 
celebrated the day with one of our new friends; and, as usual, we ended the day with Christmas carols.  
For a while, we sang the old, familiar hymns; but then, someone suggested that we sing a hymn called 
“Ivory Palaces.”  I had never heard this song before; but by the time we had finished singing the song, I 
was blinking back tears.  The thought that the Son of God came down from the “ivory palaces” of Heaven
in order to bear a cross for me touched my heart in a powerful way.  

From that night onward, “Ivory Palaces” has been one of my favourite Christmas hymns; and Psalm 45 
(the Scripture upon which the hymn is based) has been one of my favourite messianic psalms.  The author
of this hymn, Henry Barraclough, was struck by the power of this passage, as well.  In the summer of 
1915, when Barraclough and his wife were at a Bible conference in Asheville, North Carolina, he heard 
an evangelist named J. Wilbur Chapman preaching on Psalm 45:8.  In that message, Chapman showed 
how Christ came “out of the ivory palaces” in order to redeem the world.  On the way home that night, 
Barraclough and his friends stopped at a country store; and while he was waiting in the car and thinking 
about that evening’s message, he penned the words to “Ivory Palaces.”  The next day, his wife sang 
“Ivory Palaces” at the morning conference; and since then, the song has touched the hearts of millions.

As we celebrate Christ’s coming to earth over this next month, we will be studying Psalm 45.  We will 
see the Lord Jesus as our anointed King; as our saving King; as our healing King; and as our coming 
King.  If you see Jesus only as a babe in a manger, but have never embraced Him as the Christ of Calvary,
it is my prayer that you will look to Him in faith this Christmas season, and be saved!  If you know Him 
as Saviour already, it is my prayer that your heart will be drawn closer to Him, as you see the wonderful 
truths about your Saviour in Psalm 45.  The title of this message is The Anointed King.

Read Psalm 45:1-17.

I. The identity of Jesus of Nazareth 

Who is this psalm all about?  Who is this one whom the psalmist is praising and exalting to the
skies?  Who is this one who is placed on level with God Himself?  Who is this one whom the 
psalmist describes as a mighty Warrior, or as a Bridegroom prepared to marry a Gentile bride?
Many people down through the years have tried to answer this question, but have fallen far 
short of the mark.  Some say that Psalm 45 is a description of King David, and of his marriage
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to Maachah, the daughter of the king of Geshur.  Some say that it is a description of Solomon, 
and of his marriage to Pharaoh’s daughter.  Some say that it is a description of King Ahab, and
his marriage to Jezebel, the daughter of the king of Zidon.  Many Jewish rabbis even say that 
the “king” represents “the scholars of the Torah” (in other words, themselves, as the leaders of
Judaism), and that the bride represents the rabbis’ “partner,” the nation of Israel!     
My friends, none of these candidates fit the description that we read about here in Psalm 45.  
Yes, David did marry a Gentile named Maacah; but Maacah was not a bride whom he 
acquired through a peaceful political alliance.  She was a spoil of war!  As for Solomon, he did
marry many Gentile brides; but he was no warrior, as the king in Psalm 45 is described.  
There is no record that Solomon ever went to battle with any nation: rather, his entire reign 
was one of unbroken peace.  As for his wives, they were all idol worshippers, who, as far as 
we know, never trusted in Jehovah.  Yes, Ahab married a Gentile bride; but both he and 
Jezebel were incredibly wicked people, and would not have been praised by God in any way.  
As for the idea that the rabbis are “the king,” and the bride Israel, it is manifestly absurd.

Why is there so much confusion about who the king of Psalm 45 is?  Because of unbelief.  
Many people fail to see who this Man in Psalm 45 is, because they don’t want to see it!  As 
Paul put it, a “veil” is covering their eyes, so that they cannot see the Messiah’s portrait in 
Scripture.  My friends, there is only one Man whom this passage could be talking about: and 
that Man is Jesus of Nazareth!  Jesus Christ is the theme of this psalm from beginning to end.  
Through the writer of this psalm (who was probably King David), God is giving us a portrait 
of His Son, who would one day come to earth.

Consider the ways in which Jesus is described in this psalm.  First of all, He is identified as 
the King!  (Read verse 1 again.)  Back in the nineteenth century, the famous Baptist preacher
Charles Spurgeon made this observation about the King of Psalm 45.  He said, 

“Some here see Solomon and Pharaoh’s daughter only; they are short-sighted.  Others see 
Solomon and Christ; they are cross-eyed.  Well-focused eyes see here Jesus only...This is 
no wedding song of earthly nuptials, but an Epithalamium for the heavenly Bridegroom 
and His elect bride.”  (The Treasury of David, volume 2, Psalm 45, Charles Spurgeon.)

Spurgeon couldn’t have said it better, my friends!  Psalm 45 is all about Jesus of Nazareth, the
King of Israel!  In the very first chapter of the New Testament, the Kingship of Jesus is 
declared.  The Apostle Matthew went out of his way to let his readers know that Jesus of 
Nazareth is the Son of David, and the King of Israel.  

Read Matthew 1:1-25.

What we find in the first seventeen verses of this chapter is the royal family genealogy of 
Joseph.  Mary was a direct descendant of David, too; but Joseph was from the royal line.  His 
family line went all the way through Solomon to the last legitimate king of Judah, Jechonias.  
This means that Jesus, by way of adoption, is the legitimate legal heir to the throne of David.  
Matthew drove this point home even in the way in which he divided up Joseph’s genealogy.  
Look again at verse 17.  (Read verse 17 again.)  Why did Matthew point out that there were 
14 generations from Abraham to David, and 14 generations from David to the carrying away 
into Babylon, and 14 generations from the carrying away into Babylon unto Christ?  Because 
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14 is the numerical value of the word “David”!  In Hebrew, the letter dalet (D) is also the 
number 4; and the letter vav (V) stands for the number 6.  Add up the values for D-V-D (4 + 6 
+ 4), and you have 14!  This is Matthew’s way of telling his Jewish readers (who love 
numerical values) that Jesus is the Son of David, and the King of Israel!

By the way, did you notice how carefully Matthew worded verse 16?  He said that “Jacob 
begat Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ.”  In 
Greek, that pronoun “whom” (hēs) is feminine, not masculine.  This means that the word 
“whom” refers to Mary, not to Joseph!  Jesus was not born of Joseph, because He has no 
human father.  He was conceived miraculously, “of the holy Ghost”!  Yet, Jesus is the 
adopted son of Joseph; and this makes Him heir to David’s throne.

Yet, Jesus is more than an earthly King: He is the eternal King!  He is the Ruler of all things, 
by right of creation, because He is God!  It is this Kingship that we are reading about here in 
Psalm 45.  The King of Psalm 45 can be only the Messiah, and no ordinary earthly king; and 
there are several reasons why.

First of all, the King that we read about in Psalm 45 is addressed as “God”!  (Read verse 6 
again.)  Who is the speaker in this verse?  It is God the Father Himself; and He is addressing 
His Son as “God”!  We will look at this verse in more detail later in the message.  In the 
meantime, let’s look at what John had to say about the deity of Jesus.

Read John 1:1-3, 14.

Christ is called the “Word of God,” because He spoke all things into existence by His Word.  
He is the very God of whom Moses wrote, “In the beginning God created the heaven and the
earth.”  Yet, this One who created all things was “made flesh, and dwelt among us.”  He 
stepped into His own creation, and became a Man.  He is very God; yet, He is very Man.

Now, the fact that Christ is God means that His Kingship is eternal.  His Kingship is eternal 
because He is eternal.  Look again at verse 6.  The psalmist says, “Thy throne, O God, is for 
ever and ever.”  This cannot apply to any earthly king, my friends!  No earthly monarch has 
ever had, or ever will have, an eternal throne; but Christ has an eternal throne, because He has 
always existed!  When Gabriel appeared to Mary to inform her that she would have a son, he 
said, “He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall 
give unto him the throne of his father David: and he shall reign over the house of Jacob for 
ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.”  Jesus said, “Before Abraham was, I am.”  
This name “I AM” implies eternal existence.  Isaiah called the Messiah “The everlasting 
Father.”  This literally means “Father of eternity”!  This means that Christ is the Creator of 
time and eternity!  By the way, this also means that He is in control of time and eternity.  Are 
you worried about tomorrow, Christian?  Are you worried about the troubling things that are 
going on in our world, and of where it is all heading?  If so, you needn’t be!  Nothing that 
could ever happen is out of Christ’s control, because He is “Father of eternity.” Despite man’s 
rebellion against Him, He is steering everything in history (even the events in your life) toward
the final consummation, when all rebellion and wickedness will be put down, and His eternal 
Kingdom of righteousness will be established forever! 
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Jesus is the eternal King because He is God; and as God, He possesses a righteous Kingdom.  
Look again at verse 6.  The psalmist says, “The sceptre of thy kingdom is a right sceptre.”  
That word “right” is translated from the word miyshor, which means “of righteousness,” or 
“of uprightness.”  Christ’s rule is, by its very nature, just and righteous.  This could not be said
of any other king.  Even the best kings of Israel, such as David, and Hezekiah, and Josiah, still 
sinned and erred grievously; but Jesus, the sinless Messiah, will reign with perfect justice.

The description of the King in Psalm 45 is so lofty and elevated, that it simply does not fit any
earthly ruler!  For example, though David was physically handsome, and though he tried to be 
morally virtuous, he fell far short of being called “fairer than the children of men,” as King 
Jesus is.  David had many sons, who were princes in Israel; but Christ’s children will one day 
be “princes in all the earth,” when He returns to earth to set up His glorious 1,000-year 
Kingdom!  (Read verse Psalm 45:16 again.)  Such a thing was never true of David, Solomon,
or any other king of Israel!  King Jesus’ rule will be global in scope; and you and I who are 
saved will rule and reign with Him.  Jesus promised, “He that overcometh, and keepeth my 
works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations.”  King Jesus has rewards for 
you in His Kingdom, Christian, if you’ll serve Him.  Are you serving Him with all your heart?

Without question, Jesus is the theme of Psalm 45.  We’ve seen that He is described as “the 
king.”  Yet, how else is He described?  He is also described as the Bridegroom.  This whole 
psalm is about a marriage between the King and His bride.  Just look at the introduction to this
psalm (just before verse 1).  (Read introduction again.)  As David introduced his psalm, he 
said, “To the chief musician upon Shoshannim.”  That word “Shoshannim” means “lilies.”  
This refers to the beauty of the King, and to the beauty of His marriage to His bride.  Jesus is 
the “Rose of Sharon, and the lily of the valleys” (Song of Solomon 2:1); and this whole 
psalm is a “Song of loves.”  This psalm is about a marriage.  It is about the marriage of Christ 
to His Bride (with a particular focus upon His Gentile bride).  In short, this psalm is all about 
Christ and you.  If you are a child of God by faith, you are part of Christ’s bride, whether you 
be Jew or Gentile.  Psalm 45 is about Christ’s love for you, and your love for Him.

King David’s heart was so drawn to the King, that he was compelled to take up his pen and 
write about Him.  In verse 1 he says, “My heart is inditing.”  This means, “My heart is 
overflowing,” or “bubbling over.”  And what was David’s heart overflowing about?  The 
King!  Christian, is this your heart attitude toward your King?  Does your heart overflow with 
love for Him?  I’m not asking if you have a constant feeling of ecstatic love, because feelings 
are fleeting.  Feelings can be affected by all kinds of things, such as fatigue, or sickness, or 
pain, or the business of life.  However, love transcends circumstances, because it is a choice to 
be faithful to your Master, and to obey Him, and to serve Him every day, regardless of how 
you feel.  Hearts that are “inditing” over Christ cannot help but praise Him with their words.

Look at how David describes the Bridegroom.  He says, “Thou art fairer than the children of
men.”  Such a thing could not honestly be said of even the godliest of saints, since we are all 
stained with sin.  Jesus, on the other hand, is fairer and purer than all the angels Heaven can 
boast.  

Now, physically, Jesus was no more attractive than any other man.  Isaiah prophesied that 
Messiah would have “no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no 
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beauty that we should desire him.”  Yet, despite His average physical appearance, Jesus is 
fairer than all the children of men, because He is the sinless Son of God; and He is our 
Saviour.  To us who believe on Him, He is “precious,” because He has forgiven our sins, and 
reconciled us to God, and snatched us from death and hell!
Not only is the Bridegroom “fairer than the children of men”: but “grace is poured” into His
lips.  When Jesus walked on earth, the people were astounded at His gracious words.  Why?  
Because His words proceeded forth from the very bosom of God!

Read John 1:14-17.  

“Grace” is “poured” into the lips of our Bridegroom, King Jesus.  Every true child of the King 
knows what it is like to go from deepest despair to deepest joy by hearing a few gracious 
words from the lips of his Saviour.  Jesus gives “grace for grace.”  This literally means “grace
on top of grace.”  The grace that is experienced at the moment of salvation is only the 
beginning of the “riches of His grace.”  It’s like eating a delicious meal, and then being served 
another heaping helping; and then another, and another (like a scrumptious Christmas meal 
that never ends)!  Our Saviour is always seated upon His throne of grace; and to believers who
come to Him, He has a fathomless supply of “grace to help in time of need.”

Everywhere Jesus went, people were stunned by His gracious words.  For example, the 
Temple guards that were sent by the chief priests to arrest Jesus were so stunned by the words 
that came out of Jesus’ mouth, that they couldn’t bring themselves to arrest Him.  Tragically, 
though, most people rejected Him.  In His own hometown of Nazareth, the people in the 
synagogue “wondered at the gracious words which proceeded out of his mouth”; yet, within 
minutes, they were so offended by Jesus’ words, that they attempted to murder Him!  It’s still 
this way to this very day.  Some people are drawn to Jesus’ gracious words, and respond to 
Him in faith and repentance; but most are offended at His gracious words, and reject Him, and 
end up in hell.  Which kind of person are you?  Have you “tasted that the Lord is gracious”?  
Have you truly believed on Him?  Or are you still separated from Him, and heading toward an 
eternity of separation from Him?

Now, let’s return to verse 2.  (Read verse 2.)  Because Jesus’ lips are filled with grace, God 
the Father has “blessed” Him “for ever.”  Because Christ waived His rights as God, and took 
upon Him the form of a servant, and became a man, and humbled Himself, and was obedient 
unto the death of the cross, God has, therefore, “highly exalted him, and given him a name 
which is above every name: that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow...and that 
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”

Now, this brings us to the next description of Jesus.  (Read Psalm 45:3-5 again.)  Not only is 
Christ our King, and Bridegroom; He is also a mighty Warrior!  He is no longer a Babe in 
the manger; nor is He suffering on the cross anymore.  He is now risen from the grave, and is 
seated on His Father’s throne; and one day, He will return to earth to judge the world.  These 
verses portray the Messiah as riding against His enemies with a sword on His thigh, and with 
arrows that are sharp in the heart of His enemies.  This is a description of the Battle of 
Armageddon, just before Christ sets up His 1,000-year Kingdom on earth.

Read Revelation 19:11-21. 
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The “sharp sword” out of Jesus’ mouth is symbolic of His Word.  When Christ returns to earth
at the Battle of Armageddon, the only thing He will need to demolish His enemies will be the 
word of His mouth!  He will come in defence of truth, meekness, and righteousness.  The 
prince of this world, Satan, will be thrown down; and his world system, with all its lies, pride, 
and corruption, will be destroyed.

By the way, the name “most mighty” here in Psalm 45 is the Hebrew gibbor.  This is the 
same name that Isaiah gave to the Messiah.  Isaiah called Him “The mighty God.”

Read Isaiah 9:6-7.

Jesus is the “Son” that has been given to us.  He is El Gibbor, the “most Mighty”; and His 
“right hand shall teach” Him “terrible things.”  By the way, that is an amazing statement.  If 
the Messiah’s “right hand” teach Him “terrible things,” then what does this imply?  It 
implies that the Messiah (who is God), instructs Himself!  Being the eternal, self-existent God,
He is independent in power, in might, and in knowledge, and is not taught by anyone—except 
Himself!  His takes counsel with no one except His Father and the Holy Spirit, who are one in 
being and essence with Himself; and their counsel will stand!

This brings us to the next description of Jesus.  Not only is Christ the King, and the 
Bridegroom, and the mighty Warrior, but He is the eternal God.  (Read verses 6-8 again.)

From verse 2 and onward, David has been speaking to the Messiah; but now, in verse 6, he 
addresses the Messiah as “God”!  He says, “Thy throne, O God, is forever and ever.”  In 
Hebrews 1, Paul cites this passage to prove Jesus’ deity.

Read Hebrews 1:3-9.  

Do you understand how profound this passage is, my friends?  By inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit, Paul is teaching us that Jesus is none other than God!  Paul is pointing out that the 
Speaker in Psalm 45 is not really David, but God; and God says to His own Son, “Thy throne,
O God, is for ever and ever.”  Yes, my friends--God is speaking to His own Son and calling 
Him “God”!  The Father and the Son are distinct from each other; yet, they are both God!  
They are one essence.  This is why He says, “Therefore God, thy God, hath anointed thee.”  
The Son is God; yet, the Father is “His” God!  Breath-taking, isn’t it?

Jesus is King; He is Bridegroom; He is Warrior; He is God; and He is Messiah.  (Read verses
6-8 again.)  In verse 7, Jesus’ Messiahship is being declared.  He has been “anointed” by the 
Father from eternity.  That word “anointed” is translated from the Hebrew word moschiach, 
from which we get our word “Messiah.”  Jesus wasn’t anointed as Messiah when He was 
baptised by John the Baptist; He has been anointed by His Father for eternity!  He is 
“anointed” with the oil of gladness above all His fellows.  Though all the kings of Israel were 
anointed with oil, they were merely “messiahs” with little “m’s.”  Jesus, on the other hand, is 
the Messiah, with a capital “M”!  There is no one else in His league.  Twice in this passage He



7

has been addressed as “God.”  This makes Him utterly unlike any earthly king.  He is King, 
God, and Messiah; and He has been all these things from eternity.

Before we close this morning, I would like to point out one more thing about Jesus.  We’ve 
seen His identity; but now, we will examine…

II. The origins of Jesus of Nazareth (v. 8)

(Read Psalm 45:8.)  As a Man, Jesus came from the town of Bethlehem, just as the prophet 
Micah prophesied 700 years before Christ’s birth.  Micah wrote, “But thou, Bethlehem 
Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he 
come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, 
from everlasting.”  As a Man, Jesus’ origin was Bethlehem; yet, as God, Jesus is not of this 
earth: His place of origin was Heaven!  Jesus came out of the “ivory palaces” down into our 
world.  The “ivory palaces” are the beautiful mansions that Jesus told His disciples about.

Read John 14:1-3.

Time and time again Jesus said, “I came down from heaven.”  In John 6:38 Jesus said, “For 
I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me.”  In 
John 16:28 Jesus said, “I came forth from the Father, and am come into the world: again, I 
leave the world, and go to the Father.”  Think about that, brethren!  Think of the magnificent 
splendour of Heaven—the streets of gold, the gates of pearl, the wall of jasper, the foundations
of 12 precious stones, the crystal sea, the heavenly throne, and the millions of angels 
worshipping the Lord; and then consider that the Son of God left all that splendour and glory, 
and came down into our darkened world.  Even in this world, He did not receive a king’s 
welcome from anyone (with the exception of the heavenly host of angels that sang for him, 
and the small band of shepherds that worshipped Him).  Here is how Jesus entered our world.

Read Luke 2:1-14.

Why did Jesus do all this?  Why did He allow Himself to be placed in a dirty animals’ feeding 
trough, and to be wrapped in swathing bands that were used for cleaning animals?  Why did 
He allow Himself to come into this world in obscurity, unknown, and unwelcomed by men?  
Why did He allow Himself to grow up in the family of a poor carpenter, and to have no place 
to lay His head as He began His life’s work?  He did it so that He might one day be taken by 
wicked men, and be nailed to a cross, and have our sins laid upon Him, and purchase our 
salvation.  Though He was rich before he left the glory of Heaven, yet for our sakes He 
became poor, that we might be made spiritually rich, and go to live with Him in His heavenly 
home one day.  And why did He care that much for us?  Was it because we were good, or 
lovely, or deserving of mercy?  Not on your life!  Our sin is odious to God.  We are unlovely, 
unjust, and deserving of eternal separation from God in Hell.  Yet, Christ did all this for one 
simple reason: He loved us, in spite of our sin, and desired to save us.  Out of the ivory palaces
He came into our world of woe; and only His great, eternal love made our Saviour go.

Conclusion: In the coming weeks, we will see what Psalm 45 has to say about the saving work of our 
King.  However, as we close this morning, I would ask: “Are you saved?”  Do you know the King of 
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Heaven?  Has there been a time when you repented of your sin, and received Him into your heart by 
faith?  If not, today is the day of salvation!  

If you know Christ already, I would ask: “How much do you love Him?”  Is your heart “inditing a good 
matter”?  Is your heart overflowing with love for Christ?  He loved you so much, that He gave His life as 
a ransom for you.  Are you serving Him with all your might, out of a heart of love?  Or do you have only 
a lukewarm love for Him?  If it be the latter, let your love for Christ be rekindled today! 


