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The following sermon was preached at Redemption Baptist Church on Sunday, 16 May 2021.  We 

encourage you to look up the Scriptures that are referenced, and see the context for yourself.  May the 

Lord speak to your heart as you study His Word.  

 

Christ Is Superior to the Angels (Part 2) 

Hebrews 1:8-14 

 

A couple generations ago, a godly pastor named A.W. Tozer made a statement about God which, I 

believe, is worthy of repeating.  He said: 

“I believe there is scarcely an error in doctrine, or a failure in applying Christian ethics, that 

cannot be traced, finally, to imperfect and ignoble thoughts about God.  It is my opinion that 

[today’s] Christian conception of God....is so decadent as to be utterly beneath the dignity of the 

Most High God, and actually to constitute, for professed believers, something amounting to moral 

calamity.” 

There probably are no better words than “moral calamity” to describe where many Christians are today 

(at least, in our affluent Western world).  Many Western believers are lukewarm, worldly, self-indulgent, 

rebellious, and spiritually “poor, blind, and naked.”  In a heartbeat, many Christians will put their own 

pursuits, pleasures, hobbies, careers, money, family, and a thousand other things, ahead of God.  The 

slightest frown or word of mockery for the sake of Christ strikes their hearts with paralyzing fear, and 

causes them to shut their mouths about Christ.  The faintest trial will cause them to quarrel with God, and 

to doubt His goodness.  The slightest whim, distraction, or inconvenience will keep them out of their 

Bibles, out of church services, and off their knees. 

Yet, this is not a new thing.  Even while the Apostles were still living, there were weak, worldly 

believers, who were in need of strengthening; and mixed among them were some who made a profession 

of faith in Jesus, but who weren’t truly saved.  Such is the kind of audience to whom Paul wrote this 

epistle of Hebrews.  Some of them were true Christians; but they were fainthearted and struggling under 

persecution.  However, some of them had never truly been saved, even though they professed to be 

followers of Jesus.  Now that they were suffering intense persecution for their association with the name 

of Jesus, those who were not truly saved were abandoning the Jesus whom they had never actually 

known, and were returning to the empty worship of the synagogue. 

There may be some in this room who belong to that second category.  If so, it is my prayer that you will 

be saved before it is too late!  However, there may also be some genuine believers among us who, though 

saved, are weak and struggling.  Christian, if you are going to stand fast for Jesus in the coming days, 

then you’d better have a deep understanding of who your Saviour is.  That is why we are studying 

Hebrews.  

Now, as we saw last week, Paul is showing his Hebrew audience that Christ is infinitely superior to the 

angels.  This week, we will look at several more reasons why Jesus is superior to the angels.  However, as 

we do so, please remember that this is not “just doctrine” that we are learning.  This is vital to your life!  

In learning about the angels’ relationship to Christ, you should also be learning about your relationship to 

Christ!   
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The title of this morning’s message is Christ is Superior to the Angels (Part 2). 

Read Hebrews 1:8-14. 

Why is Jesus superior to the angels?  In verses 8 and 9, we see that He is superior to the angels because... 

I. No angel sits on God’s throne (vv. 8-9) 

 

Last week we ended our message in verse 7.  In that verse, Paul quoted Psalm 104:4.  In that 

verse, we are reminded that angels are spirit beings that were created by God to serve Him day 

and night.  (Read verse 7 again.) 

 

Angels were created to be “ministering spirits”; and Christ is their Master.  Superior though 

the angels are to us in power and intelligence, they are nothing compared to the Christ whom 

they serve!  Christ is not in their class at all.  He is not merely the highest of the angels: He is 

God.  Here in verse 8, we see this distinction clearly.  According to Paul, the Father says to 

His Son, Jesus Christ, “Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever.” 

 

Now, before we go any further, let’s take a peek at the Old Testament verse that Paul is 

quoting. 

 

Read Psalm 45:1-7. 

 

Psalm 45 is an amazing prophecy about Jesus Christ.  In verse 1, the psalmist states what he is 

writing about: he is writing about “the king.”  But which king?  Is he writing about David, or 

Solomon, or Rehoboam?  He doesn’t say straightaway.  However, it soon becomes apparent 

that he isn’t talking about any ordinary king.  In verse 2, the psalmist begins to address this 

king; and in the next few verses, his language becomes loftier and loftier.  Then, in verse 6, it 

becomes clear that he is no longer addressing any earthly king: he’s addressing the King of 

Kings—God Almighty!  Particularly, he is talking about the Son of God, the second Person 

of the Godhead. 

 

Now, in these couple verses, we can see a couple amazing truths about Christ.  The first one 

has to do with Jesus’s identity--who He is.   

 

Who is Jesus?  Well, take another look at verse 6, and you’ll find out!  (Read verse 6.)  This 

is amazing, folks!  The psalmist first addresses God in verse 6; but then, in verse 7, as he is 

continuing to address God, he says, “Therefore God, thy God, hath anointed thee [God] with 

the oil of gladness above thy fellows.”  Let that statement sink in!  The psalmist is speaking to 

God, and is telling Him that God will anoint Him!  This verse makes no sense unless you 

realise that the “King” whom the psalmist is addressing is God the Son--and that the Father, 

who is also God, is anointing Him!  God the Father is anointing God the Son.  By the way, 

this verse also shows that Jesus is the Messiah.  The Psalmist says that God has “anointed” 

Him with the oil of gladness.  The word “Messiah” (from the Hebrew word moshiach) means 

“anointed one.”  Not only is Jesus God, but He is also the Messiah.   

 

Brethren, don’t ever let anyone tell you that the Trinity isn’t in the Old Testament!  We’ve 

seen Christ’s divine identity clearly described here in Psalm 45.  He is God.  He is co-equal 
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with His Father.  However, there is another truth about Christ that stands out in Psalm 45: and 

that is Christ’s passion. 

 

Now, what do I mean by “Christ’s passion”?  I’m talking about the thing that brought Him joy.  

Notice what the psalmist says in verse 7.  He says, “Therefore God, thy God, hath anointed 

thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.”   

 

The focus here isn’t upon when Christ was “anointed” by the Father.  (He has always been 

“the Anointed One,” from eternity past!)  Rather, the focus is upon the kind of oil with 

which Christ is anointed.  It is the oil of gladness (or “joy”).  There is something about 

Christ’s earthly mission that brought Him great joy.  What was it?  What did His Father 

commission His Son to do that brought Him such gladness?  Paul gives us the answer to that 

question in Hebrews 12. 

 

Read Hebrews 12:1-2. 

 

The thing about Christ’s earthly mission that brought Him such gladness was the 

prospect of going to the cross...for us!  Let’s personalise that a little more.  Christ was glad 

to go to the cross for you!  Now, think about that.  If Jesus loved you so much that He was 

“glad” and “joyful” to go to the cross for you, then how much must it grieve His heart when 

people ignore and reject His sacrifice, and count it a little thing!  My friend, if you are trusting 

in your own goodness to get to heaven, then you are insulting the one who loved you so much 

that he counted it a joy to die for your sins!  You need Him! 

 

The world mocks Jesus’ love, and despises His goodness.  They have the audacity to look their 

Maker in the eye, and to accuse Him of being unloving.  For example, in one of Bono’s songs, 

he says, “God has got His phone off the hook, babe.  Would He even pick it up if He could?”  

Any true child of God shudders to hear the love of Christ so blasphemously belittled and 

despised.  But you know what?  Even we, as Christians, too often underestimate our 

Saviour’s love.  We tend to think that our love for Him is on the same level of His love for us.  

However, this simply isn’t so!  He loves us far more than we could ever love Him in return.   

 

How do I know this?  Well, to answer that question, let’s figure out who the “fellows” are in 

verse 9.  (Read verse 9 again.)  Who could possibly be called Jesus’ “fellows”?  Who could 

possibly be considered “colleagues” or “brothers” of Christ in any way?  The angels?  No.  

Angels are never called Christ’s “fellows,” or anything of the sort.  Christ’s “fellows” are 

those of us who are saved!   

 

Read Hebrews 2:11-14. 

 

God, in His incredible love for us, condescends to call redeemed men His “brethren.”  Though 

Christ is God, He is also Man.  He loved us so much, that He was willing to become one of us!  

He took on flesh and blood, and became part of our race, so that He could redeem us, and call 

us His brethren.  Now, compare our status to that of the angels.  The angels have never sinned; 

yet, they are never called Christ’s “brethren.”  We, on the other hand, have sinned; and we do 

not deserve His forgiveness in the least.  Yet, Christ calls us “brethren.”  How is that for love? 
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Now, with this in mind, let’s look again at Psalm 45.  The psalmist says, “Thou hast anointed 

him with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.”  Now, if we who are saved be Christ’s 

“fellows,” and if Christ’s gladness be above that of His fellows, then what does it mean?  It 

means that our Saviour’s joy in dying for us so that we might be redeemed is greater than our 

joy in being redeemed!  That is how great Christ’s love is, brethren.  We will never be able to 

fathom its depth!  Our joy in being redeemed will never match His joy in redeeming us!  We 

have never loved Christ as much as He loves us! 

 

Christ is superior to the angels.  Why?  Because, as we have seen, no angel sits on God’s 

throne.  Only Christ sits on God’s throne!  Christ is God; and the angels are His servants. 

 

Now, what other way is Jesus superior to the angels?  He is superior to the angels because… 

 

II. No angel created the heavens and the earth (vv. 10-12) 

 

The Bible tells us, again and again, that Christ is the Creator of all things.  In contrast, the 

angels have never created anything.  Now, make no mistake: angels are extremely intelligent 

and powerful beings.  They can control and manipulate the already existing elements of nature 

to an extent that would probably boggle our minds, if God were to reveal it all to us.  Their 

powers, to us, can even seem “miraculous.”  We know that during the Tribulation Satan will 

be able to do many “signs and lying wonders,” which will deceive the whole world.  Angels 

are powerful!  Nonetheless, the angels cannot create something from nothing.  Only Jesus can 

create.  Furthermore, not only did Christ create everything, but He will also one day “wind up” 

this present sin-cursed, decaying creation, and will create a new heaven and new earth.  (Read 

Hebrews 1:10-12 again.)   

 

Christ’s creation, as magnificent as it is, will one day pass away; but Christ is eternal, because 

He is God!  Let’s look at the Old Testament reference that Paul is quoting to make this point. 

 

Read Psalm 102:24-27. 

 

In this passage, the psalmist is talking directly to God; and He is addressing Him as God.  

That’s easy enough to see.  However, when Paul quotes these verses in Hebrews 1, he informs 

us that it is actually the Father who was speaking to the Son in this passage!  (Read Hebrew 

1:10-12 again.)   

 

Folks, this is powerful stuff!  Two times in a row (in verse 8, and then again in verse 10), Paul 

has quoted from Old Testament Scriptures, and has informed us that God the Father was the 

Speaker in those passages, and that He was speaking to His Son, and calling Him “God”!  In 

verse 8, Paul said, “But unto the Son he saith.”  He then quoted from Psalm 45, and 

attributed those words to God the Father.  Then, in verse 10, Paul once again quoted an Old 

Testament Scripture, and attributed the words of that psalm to God the Father.  And what was 

the Father saying in that Psalms passage?  He was speaking to His Son, and addressing Him 

as “God,” and praising Him for His creation of the world!  

 

Now, perhaps you are wondering how Paul knew that the Father was the one who was 

speaking to the Son in Psalm 102.  After all, as you read the psalm, it appears that it is merely 
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the psalmist speaking to God.  How did Paul know that it was actually God the Father 

speaking to God the Son?  Well, you’ve got to remember two things.  First, all Scripture is 

given to us by inspiration of God.  Oftentimes a member of the Trinity is speaking, through 

the human author, to another member of the Trinity, sometimes without the human author’s 

being aware of it (such as here in Psalm 102)!  Secondly, you need to remember that Paul 

Himself was writing the book of Hebrews by inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  Paul wasn’t 

giving us his own opinion about who the real speaker of Psalm 102 is.  The Holy Spirit was 

the One informing Paul about this!  The Holy Spirit was the one speaking to Paul, and telling 

him that this isn’t merely a psalm-writer’s personal prayer to God.  It was the Holy Spirit 

telling Paul that the Father is speaking to the Son in Psalm 102, and calling Him the Creator. 

 

On the surface, this psalm is a man’s divinely-inspired prayer to God.  However, it is far more 

than that.  This is God the Father speaking to the Son, and calling Him God, the Creator of 

heaven and earth!  Jesus Christ is not, as various cults say, merely a powerful angel who acted 

as a “junior partner” in creating the Universe.  Angels cannot create anything.  Jesus, and 

Jesus alone, is the one and only Creator of all things!  The same Bible that tells us that Jesus 

created all things also tells us that God, and God alone, created the heaven and the earth.  In 

Isaiah 44:24, Jehovah God says, “Thus saith the LORD, thy redeemer, and he that formed 

thee from the womb, I am the LORD that maketh all things; that stretcheth forth the heavens 

alone; that spreadeth abroad the earth by myself.”  There is only one Creator God; and the 

Lord Jesus Christ is of that Godhead.  The angels did not assist in creating the worlds.  They 

were merely worshipful spectators, who sang Christ’s praises while He was laying the 

foundations of the earth.   They are the “morning stars” who “sang together,” and who 

“shouted for joy” as the Lord was laying the foundations of the earth (Job 38:6-7). 

 

This Jesus—this one who is the Creator of all things—is the Jesus whom many false Jewish 

professors of Paul’s day were abandoning.  Apparently, even some of the true Christians were 

growing weary as they tried to stand for Christ in the face of persecution.  From a human 

perspective, one could hardly blame them.  There was a high price to pay for being a Hebrew 

Christian.  As long as the Jews worshipped in the synagogue according to the traditions of the 

scribes and rabbis, they enjoyed relative safety and protection under the Roman government.  

However, if they, as Jews, dared to profess the name of Jesus, they were no longer protected.  

They were cut off from the synagogue and society, were denied employment, were forced into 

poverty, and were even killed; and Rome had no sympathy for them.  Rome viewed the 

Christians as a troublesome Jewish sect, who were “rocking the boat” of their Pax Romana; 

therefore, they allowed the Jewish authorities to suppress them.  What were the Hebrew 

Christians to do, then?  Tragically, some of them were trying to “blend in” with the 

unbelieving Jews by going to the synagogue, instead of to the local, New Testament church, to 

worship Jesus.  They were keeping their mouths shut about Jesus, and were no longer 

speaking about Him.  At times, it may have been hard to tell the difference between a weak 

and wavering Christian, and an apostate one.   

 

Now, before you judge these professing Christians too harshly, please keep in mind that at the 

time when this letter was written, Emperor Nero’s persecution of Christians was just getting 

warmed up.  He was rounding up Christians, dipping them in oil, nailing them to stakes, and 

lighting them up as human torches to light his royal gardens!  If you will not hand someone a 

tract because you are afraid that that person will be annoyed or angry with you, how would 
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you stand for Christ if you were suddenly faced with persecution even half that horrific?  If 

you will not give, and go, and serve, and assemble with God’s people, and worship the Lord 

with your whole heart now, while we still have some freedom to do so, would you really be 

willing to stand for Jesus if the price for doing so is your freedom, or even your life?  Is Jesus 

not worth it?  He is our Creator, and our God! 

 

Now, the last way in which Christ is superior to the angels is this: 

 

III. No angel has been given Christ’s inheritance (vv. 13-14) 

 

(Read vv. 13-14.)  Once again, Paul is asking a rhetorical question.  The question is this: “To 

which angel did God ever say, ‘Sit on my right hand, until I make your enemies your 

footstool’?”  Obviously, the answer is “None.”  No angel will receive the kingdom inheritance 

that Christ has received from His Father.  Once again, let us look at the Old Testament 

reference that Paul is quoting. 

 

Read Psalm 110:1. 

 

In this verse, “the LORD” (Jehovah) is speaking to “my Lord” (Adonai).  Think of that!  

Jehovah and Adonai are different names for God; yet, they are speaking to each other, as 

distinct persons!  Once again, we see one member of the Godhead speaking to another 

member of the Godhead.  Once again, we see God speaking to God.  God the Father is 

speaking to God the Son, and is telling Him to sit at His right hand.   

 

Now, look at what the Father is saying to the Son.  He says, “Sit thou on my right hand.”  

What does this mean?  Does this mean that there is literally another throne set up on the right-

hand side of the Father’s throne?  No, it doesn’t.  How do I know?  For a couple reasons. 

 

First, the Father has no physical right hand!  He is an infinite, incorporeal Spirit! 

 

Secondly, there is no “secondary” or “lesser” throne off to the side of God’s throne, in any 

description of God’s throne room!  There is only one divine throne mentioned in Scripture; 

and, according to Revelation 5, Jesus sits on that throne!  Now, we know that there are 24 

elders sitting on seats around God’s throne; however, only one throne sits in the midst of those 

thrones.  That throne is God’s throne; and Christ sits in that throne. 

 

No angel sits on that divine throne, my friends!  Angels are always pictured as standing before 

the throne in the heavenly Temple.  Just as the priests never sat down while they were 

ministering before God in the earthly temple, so the angels never sit down as they minister 

before God in the heavenly Temple.  The angels are always ready to serve God, and to do His 

bidding.  They are always serving God: and their primary realm of service (outside of serving 

God in the heavenly Temple) is that of assisting in the affairs of redeemed men and women 

here on earth.  (Read Hebrews 1:14 again.) 

 

Chew on that thought for a moment, folks!  The angels have no part in Christ’s inheritance.  

They will continue to stand before Christ and serve Him through the thousand-year reign of 

Christ on earth.  Yet, we, unworthy though we are, will be given the honour of reigning with 
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Him (if we will suffer for Him now)!  Second Timothy 2:12 says, “If we suffer, we shall also 

reign with him.”  The angels have never sinned against God; yet they will continue to stand 

before God, and serve Him, in the Kingdom age, and throughout eternity.  We will serve Him, 

as well; however, we will serve in the capacity of rulers over parts of His kingdom.  We 

know, from what Jesus said in Matthew 25, that we will reign over cities; and we know, from 

Matthew 12, that the Apostles will rule over the 12 tribes of Israel! 

 

By the way, Christians who die and go to heaven do not become angels.  (This is an unbiblical 

idea that never seems to go away!)  God created angels and men as two different beings, with 

two different kinds of “glory.”  Angels are spirits; and they are much more powerful than we.  

Yet, we have the unique privilege of being spirit and flesh.  That is why we will one day be 

resurrected with glorious, immortal bodies.  God, in His wisdom, created us as “living souls” 

(composed of body and spirit); and He intends for us to be “living souls” for the rest of 

eternity.  God has given angels and redeemed men two different kinds of service to Him.  

 

Now, there is one more important truth about the angels—and especially about us—that Paul 

points out here.  Paul says that angels are sent out to “minister” (or, “to serve”) those who 

“shall be heirs (inheritors) of salvation.”  What does this mean?  Why does Paul say “them 

who shall be heirs”?  Aren’t we already heirs?  Isn’t our salvation complete?  Yes, it is 

complete.  Jesus has done everything that is necessary to save our souls.  Those who have 

placed their trust in Him are as saved as they can be, because Christ has already paid the full 

price for our salvation.  However, there is a part of the “salvation promise” that Christians 

have not yet come to possess.  It is certain that they will possess it; but they haven’t possessed 

it yet.  What part of the “salvation package” have we not gotten yet?  Let’s look at one more 

Scripture, and find out. 

 

Read Romans 8:23-25 and 13:11. 

 

The part of salvation that we have not yet received is that of the resurrection of our 

bodies.  On the day of the resurrection, we will be complete “souls” again—body and spirit 

together.  Death came as the result of sin; but on a glorious day in the future, the sting of death 

will be completely removed.  Why?  Because Christ conquered death for us when He arose 

from the grave.  Those of us who are saved have already passed from spiritual death unto 

spiritual life (our spirits have been brought back into union with God); however, one day, our 

new, glorified bodies will be brought back into union with our spirits, never to be separated 

again.   

 

Conclusion: Christ is superior to the angels, because He has obtained a greater inheritance than they.  

How could it be otherwise?  He is the Son of God; and there is none other like Him!  Yet, the redeemed 

among men will have the honour of partaking of His inheritance.   

 

As we close this morning, I would ask this: “Are you an heir of salvation?  What I’m asking is, “Are you 

saved?”  Have you bowed the knee to Jesus Christ, and received Him as your Saviour and Lord by faith 

and repentance of heart?  The Father wants you to be an heir of salvation; and He has already done 

everything needed for you to come into that inheritance.  He sent His own precious Son into this world to 

purchase that inheritance for you.  However, you must receive it, by faith in Christ alone.  Won’t you 

repent of your sin today, and believe on Him? 
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As we close this message, I would also ask: “Christian, are you worshipping and serving Christ, as the 

angels do?”  Do you love Him with all your heart?  He has given all for you.  Will you give all for Him? 

 


