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The Call to Egypt 

 

Two thousand years ago, the most amazing miracle in history took place.  God caused a virgin named 

Mary to conceive in her womb by a miracle of the Holy Ghost; and the child that was conceived in her 

womb was the Son of God.  Nine months later, the Son of God entered our world; and He was laid in an 

animal’s feeding trough. 

On that night, the Son of God made His first stop in what would be a 33-year-long journey.  Bethlehem 

was the first stop in that journey.  Why did Christ go to Bethlehem first?  As we saw last week, there were 

several reasons.  First of all, there was Scripture that had to be fulfilled.  God had foretold, through the 

prophet Micah, that out of Bethlehem Ephratah would come forth the Ruler of Israel, whose “goings 

forth have been from of old, from everlasting.”  Secondly, Jesus had to be born in Bethlehem because 

He is the Son of David.  David, God’s anointed one, was born in Bethlehem; thus, David’s great 

Descendant, the Messiah, had to be born there, as well.  Thirdly, Jesus had to be born in Bethlehem 

because Bethlehem is filled with shadows and types of Christ.  For one thing, Bethlehem was a 

shepherding town.  It was the town where sheep were raised for Temple sacrifices; and Jesus is both the 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, and the Good Shepherd.  The very name 

“Bethlehem” is important, too!  Bethlehem means “the house of Bread”; and Jesus is the Bread of Life, 

who gives spiritual and eternal life to sinners.  Finally, Jesus was born in Bethlehem simply because God 

loves to use small things for His glory!  God chose a band of lowly shepherds in the fields outside a little 

town called Bethlehem to be the first ones (outside of Mary and Joseph) to see the Messiah; and He used 

those lowly men to spread the news far and wide that the Saviour was born.  To this day, God still uses 

“small” people like you and me to accomplish His will!   

As you can see, God called His Son to Bethlehem for a number of reasons!  So it was in every place that 

Jesus went.  Everywhere that Jesus travelled for the next 33 years, He went to that place in obedience to 

His Father’s call; and there was always an important reason for His going there. 

This morning, we are going to examine the next stop in Jesus’ Christmas journey.  That stop was Egypt.  

Only a couple years after Jesus was born in Bethlehem, God called His Son down into Egypt.  Now, 

Egypt is a stop in Jesus’ earthly journey that we know little about, and which we seldom think about; yet, 

it was a very important stop.  Why?  Why would God call His Son to an idolatrous land like Egypt? 

That is what we will be talking about this morning.  It is my prayer that as we study this part of Jesus’ 

journey, you will understand God’s plan of redemption in an even greater way.  It is also my prayer that 

your heart will be drawn closer to Christ.  The title of this message is The Call to Egypt. 

Why did the Father call His Son into Egypt?  First of all, the Father called Him there… 

I. Because the Scripture had to be fulfilled. 

 

Matthew 2:1-21 

 

Have you ever stopped to consider how different history would have been if the wise men had 

not gone to Jerusalem to try to find Jesus?  Remember, the wise men had been following the 

light of a unique, supernatural star, which God had prepared to be a sign of His Son’s birth.  

That star had led their way for hundreds of miles.  However, sometime before they arrived in 

Judaea, the star suddenly disappeared from sight, without explanation; and they didn’t know 

where to go next.   

 

So, they went to the most logical place that they could think of--Jerusalem.  They figured that 

surely the people of the capital city of Israel must know where their Messiah was!  But, to 
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their surprise, no one seemed to know.  The only help they got was from King Herod’s scribes.  

However, the scribes simply reminded them of what they already knew--that the Messiah was 

supposed to be born in Bethlehem.  Since the Messiah wasn’t in Jerusalem, they figured that 

He must still be in Bethlehem, where He had been born.  And so, they went to Bethlehem.  

However, they still didn’t know exactly where to go.  It wasn’t until after they left Jerusalem, 

and started to travel those last five miles toward Bethlehem, that the star suddenly appeared 

again, and showed them exactly where Mary and Joseph’s house was. 

 

Now, again, I ask: “What if that star hadn’t disappeared from sight when the wise men arrived 

in Judaea?”  What if the star had continued to lead them straight to Mary and Joseph’s house 

in Bethlehem?  What would have happened?  (Or, rather, what would not have happened?)  

Herod would not have heard the news that the Messiah was born; and he wouldn’t have tried 

to kill Jesus; and he wouldn’t have given the command to slay all the babies from two years 

old and under!  Jesus’ life would not have been in danger; and Mary and Joseph would not 

have taken Jesus down into Egypt.  And if Christ had not gone down to Egypt, prophecy 

would not have been fulfilled!  About 740 years before Jesus was born, the prophet Hosea had 

written, “Out of Egypt have I called my son.”  That prophecy had to be fulfilled! 

 

By the way, Hosea 11:1 isn’t the only prophecy that had to be fulfilled.  There is another 

prophecy that had to be fulfilled, as well.  Let’s read verses 16-18 again; and then, we will 

look at the Old Testament prophecy that was being fulfilled.  (Read Matthew 2:16-18.) 

 

Jeremiah 31:15 

 

What is this verse talking about?  Well, this prophecy was made by Jeremiah in 606 B.C.  In 

this verse, Jeremiah is foretelling the bitter weeping that would take place about 20 years later, 

in the city of Ramah.  Jeremiah foresaw that the young people of Judah would be rounded up 

by King Nebuchadnezzar’s general, and ripped away from their parents, and taken away to 

Babylon as captives.  The parents whose children were taken away to Babylon mourned and 

wept as they watched their children being taken away, because they knew that they would 

never see them again.  It was a great mourning.  Figuratively, it was as though Rachel herself 

(whose grave was just a few miles away, between Bethlehem and Ramah) was rolling over in 

her grave, and weeping for her great-great-great-great-great grandchildren!   

 

However, there was another great mourning that would happen in this exact same area, nearly 

600 years later.  It was here that King Herod would give the command to slay all the children 

in Bethlehem, and “in all the coasts thereof.”  God knew that this second great mourning was 

coming; and He foretold it long beforehand.  By the way, this was a big area!  Ramah was 

about 7 miles north of Jerusalem; and Bethlehem was about 5 miles south of Jerusalem.  

Altogether, this is about a 12-mile radius!  Who knows how many hundreds, if not thousands, 

of children were slain in that 12-mile radius!  

 

This was a horrible tragedy.  However, do you know what would have been a far worse 

tragedy?  It would have been a far worse tragedy if the Scripture had not been fulfilled!  If the 

Scripture had not been fulfilled, then God would not be a God of absolute truth; and His Word 

could not be trusted.  But, thank God, such is not the case!  Every word of God is true!  This 

means that God’s plan of salvation is absolutely true, as well.  When God says, “He that 

believeth on the Son hath everlasting life,” you can bank on it!  If you have never truly 

placed your faith in the Son of God, why do you hesitate?  God has never gone back on His 

promises.  He will save you today, if you will only come to Christ in repentance and faith! 

 

Now, why else did the Father call His Son to Egypt?  He called Him to Egypt… 
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II. Because Christ’s life had to be preserved. 

 

When Jesus was born in that stable in Bethlehem, all the fiends of hell were on their highest 

alert!  It was “all hands on deck” for Satan and his demonic crew.  For 4,000 years, Satan had 

done everything in his power to derail God’s plan of salvation for mankind--but all to no avail.  

Now the Anointed One--the Saviour--Satan’s old enemy, whom he dreaded the most--was 

finally here.  

 

Do you see why this slaughter of the infants in the coasts of Bethlehem took place?  This was 

a cosmic battle--a battle of the ages!  Your salvation, and mine, was hanging in the balance!  

The fate of all humanity depended upon this seemingly fragile and vulnerable little baby.  

Satan knew that if this Child grew up, He would conquer his kingdom, and destroy his works, 

and “crush” his head, just as God had foretold back in the Garden of Eden.  He was looking 

for every opportunity to destroy Baby Jesus, before that Babe could destroy him!   

 

Let’s look at a vision that God gave to the Apostle John in Revelation 12.  In this vision, we 

are given a vivid illustration of the battle that was going on around the time of Jesus’ birth.  

 

Revelation 12:1-5 

 

In this vision, we see a striking picture.  We see a heavily pregnant woman clothed with the 

sun, with the moon under her feet, and with a crown of twelve stars on her head.  This woman 

does not represent Mary, as an individual.  This is not the “queen of heaven,” as the Catholic 

Church tells us!  This woman represents the nation of Israel.  The sun represents the glory of 

the Messiah (“the Sun of righteousness”), who clothes Israel with His glory like a garment.  

The moon represents Israel’s enemies, which Israel will one day tread underfoot.  The crown 

of twelve stars on her head represent the 12 tribes of Israel.  And, of course, the Child that was 

born of her is Jesus Christ.  As a nation, Israel was used by God to bring the Messiah into the 

world.   

 

Now, what happened after the Baby Messiah was born?  John saw that a “great red dragon,” 

with one-third of the stars of heaven in its tail, stood up, and tried to devour the child.  

Needless to say, this “great red dragon” is Satan; and the stars in his tail represent his fallen 

angels.  Satan was the real power behind King Herod; and he is the real power that is at work 

in every government of this world to this day.  He is the “god of this world.”  In Scripture, 

Satan is compared to the dinosaur called Leviathan, which is described for us in detail in Job 

chapter 41.  Leviathan, like all the other dinosaurs, went extinct sometime in the centuries 

after the Flood; but in Job’s day, it was alive and well.  Leviathan was a semi-aquatic dinosaur 

(probably the plesiosaur); and it was so enormous, and mighty, and terrible, that to him, iron 

was like straw, and brass was like rotten wood.  To Leviathan, men’s darts were like stubble.  

People fled in terror from Leviathan.  No one was able to stand before him.  It is for this 

reason that God compares Leviathan to Satan.  In the last verse of Job 41, God calls Leviathan 

the “king over all the children of pride.”  That is who Satan is.  He is the “king over all the 

children of pride.”  None of us can stand before Leviathan, or escape his grasp.  However, 

there is someone who is infinitely greater than that old dragon: and that is God!  There is no 

way that God would allow His Son to perish.  God sent an angel by night to warn Joseph of 

what Herod was about to do; and only a few hours before Herod’s soldiers began their 

slaughter, Joseph, Mary, and Baby Jesus slipped out of Bethlehem, and fled into Egypt.  

 

My friends, if Jesus had died in infancy, we could not have been saved!  If He had died as a 

toddler, at the hands of King Herod, He could not have atoned for our sins.  Jesus had to die at 

the right time, at the right place, and in the right way.  He had to die on Passover night, at age 

33, on the cross, with His blood poured out, and with the sins of the world laid upon Him.  
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Jesus had to leave Bethlehem in haste, and fly into Egypt.  His life had to be preserved, so that 

He could pay the penalty for our sins one day, and purchase our salvation. 

 

But why Egypt, in particular?  Why didn’t God call His Son into some other country?  Well, 

that leads us to reason number three.  God called His Son to Egypt…. 

 

III. Because Christ had to travel the same path that Israel travelled. 

 

Hosea 11:1 

 

The meaning of Hosea 11:1 is clear.  The “son” whom God loved is the nation of Israel.  The 

LORD is reminding Israel of when He brought their forefathers out of Egypt, under the 

leadership of Moses.  Throughout Hosea 11, the LORD continues to refer to the nation of 

Israel as His “son.”  By the way, this isn’t the first time that God called Israel His “son.”  

When God sent Moses to speak to Pharaoh, to command him to let His people go, He said: 

“Israel is my son, even my firstborn: and I say unto thee, Let my son go, that he may serve 

me” (Exodus 4:22-23).  As a nation, Israel was, and still is, the “son” of Jehovah. 

 

Yet, when we come to the New Testament, we find that there is a deeper meaning to this 

verse.  Just a few minutes ago, we saw that Matthew quoted Hosea 11:1: and he applied this 

Scripture to Christ.  He says that Joseph “took the young child and his mother by night, and 

departed into Egypt: and was there until the death of Herod: that it might be fulfilled which 

was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son.”    

 

Now, why did Matthew take this Scripture that is talking about Israel, and apply it to Jesus?  

Surely Matthew realised what Hosea 11:1 was talking about Israel’s call out of Egypt, didn’t 

he?  Any Jew would have realised this.  Why, then, does Matthew identify this “son” as Jesus? 

 

Well, we must remember that this was not Matthew’s idea.  Matthew is not trying to “pull one 

over” on us.  He is not trying to manipulate the Scripture, to make it say something that it 

doesn’t really say.  Matthew was given these words by divine inspiration.  God had a deeper 

meaning in mind when he gave these words to Hosea; and now, through Matthew, God is 

revealing what that meaning is.   

 

So, what is the deeper meaning of Hosea 11:1?  The deeper meaning is that Jesus Christ is the 

greater Son of Jehovah!  Israel, as a nation, is called the “son” of Jehovah (with a little “s”); 

but Jesus is the Son of Jehovah (with a “capital S”)!  Jacob was named “Israel” by God, and 

his descendants are called “Israel”; but Jesus is the true Israel--the sinless Israel.  “Israel” 

means “prince with God”; and that is who Jesus is.  He is the Prince of Peace.  He is the 

sinless Son of God, and the eternal Son of God.  He is the Son of whom David prophesied in 

Psalm 2 when he wrote, “The LORD hath said unto me, Thou art my Son, this day have I 

begotten thee.”  He is the Son of whom Isaiah said, “Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and 

bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel” (Isaiah 7:14).  He is the Son of whom Isaiah 

also wrote when he said, “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given” (Isaiah 9:6). 

 

You see, you cannot separate Christ from the nation of Israel.  He came forth from Israel.  God 

raised up the nation of Israel for the specific purpose of bringing the Messiah into the world.  

When God calls the nation of Israel by a special name, He often calls Jesus by that same 

name.  For example, in some passages in Isaiah, God calls the nation of Israel His “servant”; 

but in other passages of Isaiah, He calls the Messiah His “Servant.”  In Isaiah 41, the LORD 

says to Israel, “But thou, Israel, art my servant, Jacob whom I have chosen.”  But then, in 

Isaiah 52, He says, “Behold, my servant shall deal prudently, he shall be extolled and 

exalted, and be very high.”  He then goes on to describe His “Servant” as a one who would be 
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“wounded for our transgressions,” and who would go “as a lamb to the slaughter,” and who 

would “make his soul an offering for sin,” and who would “justify many.”  Clearly, the 

“Servant” in Isaiah 52 and 53 is not the nation of Israel; it is Israel’s Messiah, the Lord Jesus 

Christ!  The nation of Israel can’t take anyone’s sins away; but Jesus can!   

 

Israel, as a nation, is called the “servant of Jehovah”; but Jesus Christ is the greater “Servant 

of Jehovah.”  In the same way, Israel is the “son” of Jehovah; but Jesus is the “son” of 

Jehovah.  Israel, the nation, needs to be saved; but Jesus is the one who saves!  Jesus is 

salvation.  His very name means “salvation”!  Jesus is the true Israel! 

 

By the way, lest you think I’m pulling this idea of Jesus being the true “Israel” out of thin air, 

I’m not!  I’ve got a Scripture to back it up!  Turn with me to Isaiah 49. 

 

Isaiah 49:1-7 

 

At first glance, as you begin to read this passage, it seems that God is speaking to the nation of 

Israel.  After all, God does say, “Thou art my servant, O Israel.”  However, as you keep 

reading, you begin to realise that God isn’t talking to the nation of Israel.  Instead, He is 

talking to a particular member of the nation of Israel.  For example, in verses 5 and 6, we are 

told that God raised up His “servant” to bring Jacob back to Himself, and to gather the tribes 

of Israel.  Now, if this “servant” were the nation of Israel, then how could the nation of Israel 

gather itself back to God?  Obviously, God isn’t talking about the nation of Israel; He is 

talking about a particular Israelite.  He is talking about a great spiritual Leader.  There is a 

Man whom God has ordained to bring the nation of Israel back to Himself.  And who is that 

Man?  Verse 7 makes it very clear!  (Read verse 7 again.) 

 

Whom does this sound like?  Who is this one “whom man despiseth,” and whom “the nation 

abhoreth”?  Who is this One who was rejected by His own people, Israel?  Who is this Man 

who came as a “servant of rulers,” but who will one day be worshipped by kings and princes?  

It is the Messiah!  Christ is this one whom God calls “Israel” in Isaiah 49!  

 

Are you beginning to see why the Father called His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, down into 

Egypt as a young child?  Christ had to travel the same path that Israel travelled!  Why?  

Because Israel is the son of Jehovah; and Jesus is the Son of Jehovah!  Both these sons went 

down to Egypt for an express purpose.   

 

When the original Israel (Jacob) went down into Egypt with his children and grandchildren, he 

went there with God’s consent and blessing.  God appeared to Jacob by night and told him, “I 

am God, the God of thy father: fear not to go down into Egypt; for I will there make of thee 

a great nation: I will go down with thee into Egypt; and I will also surely bring thee up 

again.”  Did you catch that?  God promised Israel that He would bring him up to the land of 

Canaan “again”!  God brought Israel down into Egypt specifically so that He might bring him 

up out of Egypt!  And why did He do that?  To demonstrate His redeeming power!   

 

When God brought Israel out of Egypt, He showed His saving power in a way that the world 

has never forgotten.  Who has not heard about the ten plagues that God brought upon the 

Egyptians?  Who has not heard of the blood of the lamb over the doorposts, and of that first 

Passover night when Israel was freed from bondage?  Who has not heard of when God parted 

the Red Sea, and of when Israel went through the Red Sea on dry land, and of when the entire 

Egyptian army was drowned in the Red Sea?  God brought His “son,” Israel, down into Egypt 

so that He could bring him out of Egypt by a mighty hand, and thus show to the world His 

saving power.  In the same way, God the Father brought His Son Jesus down into Egypt, 

and brought Him out again, so that He might show His mighty, saving, redeeming power!  
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With this thought in mind, we now come to the last reason why the Father called His Son to 

Egypt.  The Father called the Son into Egypt… 

 

IV. Because Christ had to illustrate the spiritual journey of all believers. 

 

At the beginning of Jesus’ earthly ministry, Jesus did something that baffled His followers.  

(In fact, it still puzzles many people to this day!)  While John the Baptist was baptising some 

of his recent converts, Jesus came up to him and requested that John baptise Him!  Now, John 

didn’t know how to react to this request.  In fact, he objected to it!  He, a sinner, baptise the 

sinless Son of God?  It wasn’t fitting!  He couldn’t understand why the Lord would ask to do 

this.  Yet, Jesus had a reason.  Let’s take a look at this account, and see what Jesus said. 

 

Matthew 3:13-17   
 

What was Jesus’ explanation of why He should be baptised?  He said, “Thus it becometh us 

to fulfill all righteousness.”  He didn’t really explain the “nuts and bolts” of why this needed 

to be done: He simply assured John that it must be done to fulfil all righteousness.  Later, John 

would understand; but in the meantime, Jesus assured him that this was His Father’s will. 

 

But why was it His Father’s will?  Why would the Son of God need to be baptised?  It 

certainly wasn’t because Jesus needed to have His sins washed away, because He has no sin!  

Clearly, baptism has nothing to do with saving a person, or washing away people’s sins.  If 

baptism did wash away sins, then Jesus, the sinless Son of God, wouldn’t have needed it, or 

have requested it for Himself!  Why did He do it, then?  For one simple reason: He was 

illustrating an important spiritual truth.  In fact, He was illustrating several spiritual truths.   

 

First, He was illustrating the fact that very soon, He would die, be buried, and rise again.  

Going down under the water, and coming back up, is a picture of burial and resurrection.   

 

Secondly, He was illustrating the spiritual journey that all His followers must take.  By going 

down under the water, He pictured the believer’s death to his old, sinful life, and his 

resurrection to a new life in Christ.  Romans 6:4 puts it this way: “Therefore we are buried 

with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory 

of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.  For if we have been planted 

together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection.”  

Baptism is a “likeness,” or picture, of the new life into which the new believer has entered.   

 

Thirdly, Jesus was illustrating the fact that one day, all who believe on Him will be bodily 

raised from the grave, and will have a resurrected body, just like His!  To this day, every new 

believer who is dipped under the water, and brought back up again, is declaring to the world 

that “I have died to sin by believing on Jesus, and I have risen to a new life in Christ!” 

 

Now, why am I talking about baptism?  What is my point?  My point is that Jesus didn’t have 

to be baptised: yet He did.  He did it in order to illustrate our journey from spiritual death to 

spiritual life.   

 

In the same way, Jesus made a journey down into Egypt and back, when He was still a toddler, 

in order to illustrate our journey from spiritual death to spiritual life.  You see, throughout the 

Bible, the land of Egypt is a picture of the world, and of slavery to sin and Satan.  When 

God brought Israel up out of the bondage of Egypt on the night of the Passover, He was 

illustrating His deliverance of sinners from the bondage of sin.  God allowed His “son,” the 

nation of Israel, to go down into Egypt, and to come up out of Egypt, in order to illustrate His 

redeeming, saving power.  In the same way, God allowed His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, 
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to go down into Egypt as a toddler, and to come up out of Egypt, in order to illustrate the path 

that we sinners take when we place our trust in the blood of the Lamb!  

 

Galatians 1:3-4 

 

Just as the Israelites were slaves in Egypt, so we were born into this world as slaves to sin and 

Satan.  However, there is good news.  Just as God sent Moses into Egypt to deliver the 

Israelites from Egypt, and from Pharaoh, so God sent His Son into this world to save us from 

sin, and from Satan.  But, you see, you can’t be saved from your sin if you don’t want Christ 

to deliver you from sin!  If you love your sin, and you don’t want to turn from it, you can’t be 

saved.  In order to go to the Promised land, the Israelites had to be willing to leave Egypt and 

its idols, and to serve Jehovah.  In the same way, if sinners wish to go to Heaven, they must be 

willing to turn from their sin, and from the idols of their hearts, and to serve the Lord.   

 

In Jeremiah 50, God described Egypt as “the land of graven images”--a land where they 

were “mad upon their idols.”  Do you know what, though?  All of us are “mad upon our 

idols”--unless and until we turn to God for salvation!  We are all born in the spiritual 

condition of idolatry.  Whether our idols be literal graven images of wood and stone, or idols 

of immorality, worldly entertainment, alcohol, drugs, money, pleasure, recreation, sports, 

career, friends, family, or simply “living life for me,” we all have our own “idols of the heart.”  

God sent His Son to free us from these idols.  However, we must be willing to be freed from 

our idols, and to serve Christ.   Romans 6:18 says, “Being then made free from sin, ye 

became the servants of righteousness.”  In 1 Thessalonians 1:9, God says that those who are 

saved have “turned to God from idols.”  When you truly turn to God for salvation, you are 

also turning your back to your old way of life, and to all the “idols” that you have worshipped.   

 

On the night before His crucifixion, Jesus told His disciples, “Ye are not of the world, but I 

have chosen you out of the world” (John 15:19).  When Christ saves a man, He puts into that 

man (or woman, or child) a new desire—the desire to come out of the world.  When you truly 

believe on Jesus, something happens in your heart.  Not only do you believe, but you also 

repent.  This means that you “change your mind” about your sin.  It means that you decide, “I 

hate my sin.  I want Jesus to take my sin away, and to help me to live for God.  I want Jesus to 

be the Ruler and Leader of my life.”  Have you done this?  Has there ever been a time in your 

life when you got serious about your sin, and acknowledged that you were deserving of God’s 

wrath, and asked God to free you from the power of sin, and to translate you from Satan’s 

kingdom to God’s Kingdom?  Have you truly believed on the Lord Jesus Christ?  Have you 

stopped clinging to your worthless “good works,” and placed your complete confidence in the 

sacrifice that Christ made for you on the cross?  If not, I urge you to do so today!   

 

Conclusion: The best Christmas gift that anyone could ever receive is the gift of salvation.  The Scripture 

says, “Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift.”  Jesus is the Gift!  He came down to earth, 

wrapped Himself in human flesh, and offered Himself for you.  All you must do is receive Him by simple 

faith and repentance of heart.  If you have never received Christ as your personal Saviour, please do so 

today!  If you know Christ as Saviour already, I would ask: “Are you serving Him with all your heart?”  

Are there any idols that have crept back into your life?  You can’t lose your salvation when you sin; but 

you will lose sweet fellowship with the Lord.  Let Him have full control of every area of your life!  


